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One family wants to know, one doesn't

By Andrea Stone,
USA TODAY-

Two families send sons to
war. Two sons do not return.

The families of Air Force
{st Lt. Michael Blassie and
Army Capt. Rodney Strobridge
have lived with that loss since
the two were shot down in
separate aircraft near An Log,
South Vietnam, on May 11,
1972. The hurt was worse be-
cause the men were missing in
action, thetr remains never
brought home.

Like the families of 2,088
other MIAs from the Vietnam
War, the Strobridges and the
Blassies looked to the Tomb of
the Unknowns in Arlington
National Cemetery to represent
their sons.

Now these two families are
confronting an incredible pos-
sibility: that one of therr sons
rests in the hallowed Tomb.
Defense  Secretary  William
Cohen is being pressed by
POW/MIA organizations to use
new science on old evidence to
find the truth. As he was decid-
ing whether to open the tomb -
a decision he could make as

early as this week - the Blassie
and Strobridge families talked
about how they feel about the
heartache they are reliving.

Their stories are so similar,
yet their feelings about the
quest for an answer arc very
different.

Six years after Strobridge, a
heticopter pilot, was listed as
MIA, his family had him de-
clared dead and held a memo-
rial service. On the cover of the
program was a photograph of
the Tomb of the Unknowns.
The image was not intended to
be literal. It didn't occur to
them that Rodney could be
there.

The Blassies, on the other
hand, are certain that Michael,
an A-37 pilot lost in the same
battle, is the Vietnam scrvice-
man entombed on Memorial
Day 1984. And they want the
remains exhumed to prove it so
they can finally take him home.

Physical evidence found
near the remains, including an
identification card that was
later lost, points to Blassie, 24.
But tests for blood type, age
and height point to Strobridge,
30. The remains that went into

the Tomb were at one time la-
beled "believed to be" Michael
Blassic. Back then there was no
way to say for sure. The con-
flicting evidence caused the
remains to be relabeled “un-
identified." A Pentagon panel
last week recommended break-
ing open the crypt at Arlington
National Cemetery to deter-
mine, through DNA testing
unavailable until recently, who
Is in it. Cohen is expected to
approve exhuming the remains
in time for the 26th anniversary
of the men's death on Monday.

Other than that date, the two
families share little except the
place on Washington's Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Wall where
the "E" at the end of Rodney
Strobridge's  name  almost
touches the "M" in Michael
Blassie's.

Two points of view

The Blasste family - Mi-
chael's mother, Jean, three sis-
ters and a brother - wants the
Tomb opened. Led by Mi-
chael's sister, Pat Blassie, 39,
who works as a publicist, they
have given dozens of media
interviews and set up an Inter-

net Web site. If Michael is in
the Tomb, they say, they want
his remains buried under his
own headstone in Jefferson
Barracks National Cemetery
ncar St. Louts. That's where his
father, George, a World War II
veteran who died in 1991, is
buried.

“T just thought (the Tomb)
would be a wonderful place for
someone 1o be buried, but not if
theyte known,” says Jean
Blassie, who is in her 70s. She
visited the Tomb in 1994 after
a veterans newspaper first said
her son might be interred there.

Strobridge's parents, who
raised Rodney in Torrance,
Calif., before they divorced
when he was a teen-ager, say
the Tomb should not be dis-
turbed,

"When they go in that
Tomb, there's no mystery any-
more,” says Althea, 79, a who-
dunit fan who isnt curious
about this real-life mystery. "It
represents your son to every
MIA parent. I don't think it
should be opened.”

Rodney's father agrees. "I
don't know what difference it
makes, really. He's gone. You
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can't see him or have him any-
more," says Geerge Strobridge,
78, who lives in Lake Isabella,
Calif. "From what I'm hearing,
they just got a few bones."

The four ribs, part of a pel-
vis and right upper arm bone
have become a political hot
potate. POW/MIA  activists
accuse the government of
rushing to inter a Vietnam Un-
known before all efforts at
identification were exhausted.
The controversy has forced the
Pentagon to weigh the sanctity
of the Tomb against the need to
fully account for those still
missing from Vietnam.

Mothers learn of loss

But for two mothers who
each lost an eldest son, this
transcends politics and symbol-
ism, In interviews at Stro-
bridge's apartment across from
a cornfield in rural Perry, Iowa,
and Blassie's apartment in sub-
urban Florissant, Mo., they
spoke in purely personal terms,
For them, the controversy has
opened up the past and forced
them to relive the day when
each learned a piece of her fu-
ture was gone.

A police officer brought the
telegram to Althea Strobridge's
home on Mother's Day. She
was numb, but not surprised. A
few nights before, while work-
ing at an lowa state hospital,
she had seen Rodney's face -
half his face, really - in a dark
window, and she began to pray.
That's when she saw Rodney
and another soldier in a cock-
pit. "I could see flames,” she
recalls. Later, when the tele-
gram arrived, her foreboding
was "eased. It took a little bit of
the coldness away."

Two Air Force officers
came to the bank where Jean
Blassie worked. "They said his
plane was shot down,” says
Blassie. "My mind went blank."

One month later, a set of
china dishes that Michael had
ordered for his mother was de-
livered. Platters from the serv-
ice for 12 are displayed in a
hutch in Blassie's dining room.

In the weeks following Rod-
ney's death, a birthday card
Althea had sent - he would have
turned 31 a few days after he
died - was returned. In it, she
had written of how "the news-
papers are full of horrible news
but I get out the coffee cup and
as long as I don't sec any bad
signs, I sigh with relief and
keep going. May the happy
protective spirits be all around
you and bring you safely home
soon soon soon.”

Althea, who wears Rodney's
MIA bracelet, has kept that
card. She has also kept four
bullet casings from the 21-gun
salute at his memorial service;
his yearbook from Fort Bliss,
Texas; and, of course, his
medals.

"Now this is the Distin-
guished Flying Cross. They get
it for valor above duty,” she
tells a visitor, holding up a
small green case. "And this is
the Silver Star. It's really kind
of fancy."

Jean has the same medals.
She also has scrapbooks of
faded color photographs. Mi-
chael in the backyard with his
sisters and brother. Michael on
Santa's lap. Michael playing
tennis.  Michael graduating
from the Air Force Academy.

Thosc are things that a
mother can touch. But for Al-
thea, memories of a "good kid"
who babysat his little sister and
brother, who was proud of his
blue Corvette and who hoped to
make a career out of flying
helicopters - those are enough.

Warm memories are not
enough for the Blassies. They
yearn for cool marble engraved
with Michael's name.

"It's a proper thing to have
our loved one, to know how
they died, to lay them to rest,
have them buried and have a
marker with his name on it,"
says Michael's brother, George,
37.

“I don't need ir," says Al-
thea, who says she'll nonethe-
less cooperate by giving a
sample of her blood for DNA
testing. "I fecl he's around any-
way." A couple of weeks ago
she saw an eagle circle outside
her window. "It could have
been an angel," she says. "I
think Rodncy knows what's
going on."

The Blassies are puzzled by
Althea Strobridge's lack of cu-
riosity. But they say it makes
sense given the evidence,

“It's not her son, that's why,"
says Jean Blassic. "If she
thought it was her son she'd
want him brought home, 100."

Says George Strobridge, a
retired plumber: "They haven't
got any deeper feelings for their
son than I did. But we haven't
got him now. How's {opening
the Tomb) going to change
anything?"

The Blassies are irked by
the releasc of evidence suggest-
ing Rodney Strobridge 15 as
likely to be in the Tomb as Mi-
chacl:

The bones belonged to
someone who was between 26
and 33 years old, according to
the Pentagon panel. Blassie was
only 24. Strobridge was 30,

Bone size indicates that the
person in the Tomb was be-
tween S-feet-2-inches and 5-
feet-111/2-inches  tall.  Stro-
bridge was 5-feet-9. Blassie, at
about & feet, appcars to have
been too tall.

"My brother had short legs,"
says his sister. Mary Hart, 44,

Tests based on hair samples
in flight-suit material found
with the remains show a blood

type of O-negative, the same as
Strobridge's.  Blassie’s blood
was type A-positive. The tests,
conducted in the 1980s, are
considered 67% reliabie.

"Wasn't it just one hair?"
asks another sister, Judy Cozad,
47, "It could have come off if
someone else wore the flight
suit or from somebody handling
it."

Despite the contradictions,
the most likely remains in the
Tomb are Blassie's. Until 1980,
they had been labeled "believed
to be" his because they had
been found with an TD card,
parts of an ejection seat, a par-
achute and a life raft that are
associated with the type of
plane he was flying. But when’
the findings of forensic tests on
the remains didn't match what
was known about Blassie, they
were reclassified "unidentifia-
ble."

Now, they may be brought
out for DNA testing. Whether
emptying the Tomb leaves a
void as gaping as that left by
the Vietnam War itself is not
clear. The military tradition of
honoring an unknown soldier
may not survive modern sci-
ence. :

The Pentagon says there are
several more unidentified re-
mains from Vietnam that could
be placed in the Tomb. The
families say it might be best
just to leave it empty. They say
perhaps a simple plaque for all
the Vietnam unknowns would
do.

Before Rodney Strobridge
left for his second tour in Viet-
nam, he told his wife, Patty,
that if anything happened to
him, he wanted to be buried at
Arlington. After he disappeared
in the fog of war, the govern-
ment put a memorial marker
there.

It is not far from the Tomb
of the Unknowns.

Washington Post

U.S. Gives Israel Deadline

White House Invitation Conditioned On Accepting Peace Proposal

By Barton Gellman
Washington Post
Staff Writer

LONDON, May 5—The
Clinton administration commit-
ted itself today to a new course
of diplomatic pressure on Is-
rael, extending invitations to a

White House summit meeting
Monday on condition that Is-
rael accept a package of U.S.
peace proposals it has rejected
resolutely until now.

The invitations to Israeli
Prime Minister Binyamin Ne-
tanyahu and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, made public at a
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news conference by Secretary
of State Madeleine K. Albright,
amounted to a six-day deadline
for Netanyahu to dislodge him-
self from positions he de-
scribed as recently as today as
essential to [srael's security.
The declared purpose of the
Washington summit, to be

hosted by President Clinton on
May |1, would be to open the
final chapter of Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks. The
sides are now four years into a
contemplated five-year work-
ing period intended to lead to
permanent resolution of their
conflict. and they are long past
due to begin bargaining on
such core issues as Palestinian
statehood. borders, refugees
and the status of Jerusalem.
Before they can begin that,
[sraclis and Palestinians must
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break a 14-month stalemate on
issues ostensibly seclved by
interim agreements in 1994 and
1995. The Clinton administra-
tion has drafted proposals
combining new  Palestinian
security measures with Israeli
troop withdrawals from an
additional 13 percent of the
West Bank, captured by Israel.
in 1967, but Netanyahu has
argued he cannot safely relin-
quish that much land. .

Albright's announcement
followed failure of her mediat-
ing efforts here and two tele-

phone conversations each with
Clinton and Vice President
Gore. It reflected a longstand-
ing U.S. loss of patience with
Netanyahu and a belief by poli-
cymakers that the peacemaking
effort between Israelis and Pal-
estinians is falling apart.

"We have a strategic oppor-
tunity to put the peace process’

back on track," Albright said.
"We cannot afford to lose it."

Polite and even anodyne,
Albright's performance avoided
drama by design but broke
substantial new ground. It
marked the first public exhor-
tation of progress that did not
place equal onus on the parties,
the first forthright statement
that Arafat agreed to Washing-
ton's terms and Netanyahu did
not, the first flat assertion that
the American ideas "do not
threaten Israeli security,” and
the first threat to "reexamine
our approach to the peace
process” if Israel does not come
around.

U.S. officials had said some
of this before in diplomatic
contacts and comments made
to reporters on condition of
anonymity. But Netanyahu
sought to deter any frank pub-
lic statement of U.S. differ-
ences with his government by
mobilizing  American  Jews,
Christian fundamentalists and
friends of Israel in Congress.

The Albright remarks sig-
naled a hardening of U.S. pro-
posals -- described euphemisti-
cally as "ideas" -- that have

been described by spokesmen
until now as undergoing con-
stant refinement.

"The invitation to the
Washington meeting is on the
basis of those ideas, and water-
ing them down is not in the
works,” Albright said.

Confrontation with Israel,
should Netanyahu decide to
resist, could prove costly for
Clinton and especially for
Gore, who does not wish to
alienate Jewish contributors or
voters in his expected presi-
dential campaign. Netanyahu
has demonstrated often, most
recently when British Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook insisted
on visiting the controversial
Jewish housing development of
Har Homa in southeast Jerusa-
lem, that he knows how to em-
barrass foreign leaders who
challenge him.

After hearing Albright's
public remarks, the Conference
of Presidents of Major Ameri-
can Jewish  Organizations
sought an urgent conference
call with the secretary of state,
now scheduled for late
Wednesday.

“If she wants to try to
ratchet up the pressure [on [s-
rael] it's not going to work,"
executive vice chairman Mal-
colm Hoenlein said in a tele-
phone interview from New
York. "When it comes to sec-
ond guessing Israel on security
you cross a very delicate line,
and [ think the administration
understands that.”

[t was not yet clear, on the
other hand, that Netanyahu will
not find a way to accommodate
Clinton. Albright sought to
leave an opening by praising
the “constructive and interest-
ing ideas" she said Netanyahu
had brought to the unsuccessful
London talks.

"The prime minister wants
this to work, but he is very
aware of the tight range of ma-
neuver that's dictated by his
reading of our security interest
and that of" the Israeli army,
said Dore Gold, Israel's UN.

ambassador.

"We're not dealing with
passes in the Sinai in 1975
which are dozens of kilometers
from the borders of Israel," he
added, invoking a comparison
with the West Bank. "We're
dealing with territory that is far
more sensitive to the security
of Israel, at the outskirts of our
major cities.”

Netanyahu, speaking here
before Albright made her pub-
lic remarks, said: "If I'm satis-
fied Israel's security is pro-
tected, then we can close the
gaps."”

One proposal explored in
recent days by U.S. special
envoy Dennis Ross would help
the Israelis reach a 13 percent
withdrawal by redefining what
it means to withdraw., Under
previous accords the Waest
Bank is now divided into three
categories: Area A, or full Pal-
estinian control, covers 3 per-
cent of the territory; Area B,
where Israeli troops are no
longer based but may return at
will, covers 24 percent; and
Area C, full Israeli control,
covers the remaining 73 per-
cent.

Netanyahu is said by diplo-
mats to be interested in creating
a "B-minus" or "C-plus" cate-
gory, with nominal Palestinian
authority and Israel's security
forces firmly in place. But
when the American delegation
presented that idea to Palestini-
ans for the first time today it
was firmly rebuffed. U.S. offi-
cials declined to answer
whether the American demand
for a 13 percent withdrawal
could be satisfied in part by
such a hybrid.

Albright tried and failed
Monday night to arrange a last-
ditch joint meeting today with
Arafat and Netanyahu. Arafat
said he would come only on
condition that Albright finally
present the U.S. bridging pro-
posal in writing, which the
Americans say they are not yet
prepared to do. .

Arafat made clear, accord-
ing to a longtime adviser, that
he would accept the U.S. pro-
posal on the spot -- if it were
made. The Clinton administra-
tion worked hard to secure that
acceptance, recruiting Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak and
European leaders to help per-
suade Arafat.

Netanyahu made clear he
would have rejected the U.S.
plan as written. The Clinton-
administration has considered
the benefits of orchestrating a
public breach with him, using
Arafat's acceptance as counter-
point, but Clinton reportedly is
not yet ready to carry it out.

If Netanyahu declines the.

terms of the summons to
Washington, Clinton will be
under pressure himself by
European and Persian Gulf
allies to deliver the Israeli
leader.

"We know what this
means,” an administration of-
ficial said. "lt's deadline time,
and we're going to reevaluate
and reexamine our role. Those
are pretty strong words."

Late this afternoon, after
Netanyahu and Arafat flew out
of town, Ross and Assistant’
Secretary of State Martin Indyk
huddled with Israeli negotiators
Yitzhak Molcho and Dani
Naveh. By late tonight they
were still working, with no
word on the results.

Jane's Defence Weekly
May 6, 1998

Israeli-US
Talks Focus
On Military
Aid Boost

Ed Blanche, Beirut

Israel is negotiating with
the Clinton administration to
phase out the annual $1.2 bil-
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lion in civilian aid it receives
from the USA and boost the
amount of military aid by one-
third from $1.8 billion to §2.4
billion a year over the next 10
years.

Israch Finance Minister
Yaacov Neeman said that an
agreement 1s expected follow-
ing his visit to Washington this
week.

The new aid programme;
would save the USA $600 mil-
lion a year, 20% of its current
aid programme to Israel, while
boosting  Israel's  defence
spending as it begins a 10-year
modernisation programine.

If an agreement is reached,
it will antagonisc the Arab
world. Arab states, including
Egypt, are becoming increas-
ingly disenchanted with US
policy in the regton, which they
see as heavily biased in Israel's
favour. They question the rea-
sons for Washington's com-
mitment to bolstering Israel's
military  capabilities  while
pushing the Arab-Israeli peace
process.

the US-brokered Camp David
peace agreement with Egypt,
Israel has been the largest
beneficiary of US foreign aid

Since the 1979 signing of

with $3 billion annually. Cairo
receives $2.1 billion annually
in civilian and military assis-
tance. Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu, who de-
clared before the US Congress
in 1996 that Israel wanted to
lessen its dependence on US
aid, began talks on phasing out
civilian aid last January.

Ii is not clear whether an
accord has been reached on
Netanyahu's proposal to signifi-
cantly change the conditions
imposed on how the military
aid is spent. Netanyahu wants
to be able to spend 50% of it on

Isracl's defence industry, rather
than the current 25% ceiling.

Israel is the only US mili-
tary aid recipient that is al-
lowed to use a sizeable part of
that aid for purchases from its
own industry rather than from
US manufacturers.

Martin Indyk, US assistant
secretary of state for Near East
affairs, who was in Jerusalem
late last month, acknowledged
that "Congress and the admini-
stratton want the business to go
to  American companies 30
that's one that people should
understand is very difficult for

us .

USA Today

Congress
Breaks Ranks On

Mixing Sexes ;

By Steven Komarow,
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - A House
bill to separate the sexes during
basic training is suddenly
gaining support, over the ob-
jections of Navy, Army and Air
Force leaders who say today's
troops should work together

-housing,”

May 6, 1998

from the start,

"Congress is stepping up to
its constitutional duty to help
the military return to what
works - single-sex units and
says Rep. Roscoe
Bartlett, R-Md.

The House National Secu-
rity Committee is expected to-
day to include some restrictions
on mixed-gender training in its
annual defense bill. Approved
in subcommittee 12-2, the new
rules would:

Require the services to make
basic training platoons all-male

Pg.

or all-female by April 15, 1999,
House recruits in all-male or
all-female barracks.

Men and women now train
together, and in many cases live
in adjoining wings, The Ma-
rines  have never allowed
mixed-sex training.

Congress has closely moni-
tored mixed-sex training since
misconduct came to light at the
Aberdeen, Md., Army base 18
menths ago. But, untif now, it
has deferred to military leaders
who support the policy brought
by President Clinten in 1993.

"It makes all the sense in the
world to train as you will fight,
train as vou will live," said
Navy spokesman Capt. Craig
Quigley.

But a commission appointed
by Defense Secretary William
Cohen concluded in December
that mixing the sexes distracted
recruits. But Cohen rejected the
recommendation to end all
mixed-sex basic training.

Spokesman Kenneth Bacon
says Cohen believes Congress
should continue "to leave 1t up
to the services.”

Washington Post
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Pentagon Orders Base Contracting Reviewed

By Bradley Graham
Washington Post
Staff Writer

Defense Secretary William
S. Cohen took the exceptional
step yesterday of ordering the
appointment of independent
advisers to monitor a competi-
tion for work at a California air
base slated for closure, amid
congressional  allegations of
political meddling by the
Clinton administration in the
bidding process.

The acting secretary of the
Air Force, F. Whitten Peters,
also removed himself from
deciding the competition. The
actions followed disclosure last
week of a memo from Peters

reporting that John D. Podesta,
the deputy White House chief

of staff, wanted a top Pentagon
official to press Bethesda's
Lockheed Martin Corp. to bid
on some of the maintenance
business at McClellan

Alr -

Force Base and keep the work
in Sacramento.

"Mr. Peters felt it made
some sense for him to do this,

“to remove himself as a target of

criticism here, and also to re-
move any question about the
bidding process,” Pentagon
spokesman Ken Bacon told
reporters. "The fact of the
matter is that a process is going
to be set up to make sure that
this bidding is handled in the
fairest possible way and that
the contract is let in a squeaky-
clean way.”

While administration offi-
cials” insist they did nothing
wrong and simply were trying
to ensure a vigorous competi-
tion, Republican lawmakers
have seized on the memo as
evidence that senior presiden-
tial aides are bent on manipu-
lating the base closing process
to curry favor in vote-rich Cali-
fornia.

House Majority Leader

Richard K. Armey (R-Tex.),
who had called for the resigna-
tions of Peters and Podesta,
yesterday welcomed "Cohen's

-swift reaction to our concerns."”

Still, members predicted the
measures would do little to
ease strong congressional op-
position to an administration
request for additional rounds of
base closures. Both the Senate
and House defense committees
are due to consider the request
today during mark-up of 1999
authorization bills.

Among those leading the
attack on the administration
have been delegates from Utah,
home of Hill Air Force Base,
which is vying for some of
McClellan’s work. Noting yes-
terday that Utah politicians
have themselves taken an ac-
tive role in trying to shape the

10

competition, administration
officials pointed to a Jan. 9
letter signed by Utah's gover-
nor, two senators and three
House members to Michael
Sears, a senior Boeing Co. ex-
ecutive.

The letter urged Boeing to
team with Hill Air Force Base
and bid on McClellan's busi-
ness, Boeing eventually agreed.

"There's a difference,” said
a senior aide to Rep. James V.
Hansen (R-Utah), arguing that
the approach to Boeing cannot
be equated with the Lockheed
episode. "In one case, you have
state political feaders encourag-
ing a possible partner to join in
a free and open competition. In
the other, you have the people
who are responsible for run-
ning the competition trying to
influence it."
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Marines Not Reckless In Cable
Car Accident, Lawyer Says

By Steve Vogel
Washington Post
Staff Writer

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C..

May 5—The crew of a Marine
Corps jet that severed a cable

car wire in the Italian Alps.-

sending 20 people to their
deaths, was not trying to join
any "cable car club" by flying
recklessly low and fast on a
mountain fraining mission, an
attorney for one of the men
said today at the start of a
military hearing into the case.
In an opening statement,
Capt. Paul Kaplan, a Marine
Corps defense attorney, re-
jected what he said would be
claims by government prosecu-
tors that the crew was "flat-
hatting, cowboying or goofing
around.” Flat-hatting is military
slang for flying for thrills at
low altitude and high speed.
Prosecutors, however, did
not allege the existence of a
"cable car club” or address
other possible motives for the
flight pattern in presenting their
first day of testimony. The

prosecution made no opening-

staterment today but focused its
questioning on the speed and
altitude at which the crew was
flying the EA-6B Prowler.

The hearing that began to-
day examines the actions of the
two electronic jamming offi-
cers sitting in the back of the
jet, Capt. William L. Raney II,
26, of Englewood, Colo., and
Capt. Chandler P. Seagraves,
28, of Nineveh, Ind. At the
request of defense attorneys,
the pilot of the aircraft, Capt.

Richard Ashby, and the naviga-
tor, Capt. Joseph Schweitzer,
face a separate hearing sched-
uled for June 15.

The hearings, known as an
Article 32, are a military pro-
cedure to determine whether
the officers should be court-
martialed. The officer hearing

the case, Lt. Col. Ronald L.
Rogers, will make a recom-
mendation to Lt. Gen, Peter
Pace, commander of the Ma-
rines in the Atlantic.

Pace has already issued a
statement supporting the results
of a Marine investigation that
concluded that the crew was
flying "aggressively" and that
the accident occurred because
the jet was flying too low and
too fast.

All four officers are charged
with involuntary manslaughter,
negligent homicide, dereliction
of duty, destruction of military
property and destroying civil-
ian property. If convicted, each
faces over 200 years in prison.

Attorneys for Seagraves and
Raney argued that, as back-
seaters, the two had no control
over the plane and could not
even see from their seats what
lay in front of the aircraft.

The prosecution maintained
that the entire crew had re-
sponsibility for the flight.

New details emerged about
the Feb. 3 accident during to-
day's hearing, including wit-
nesses' accounts of the shock
the crew members displayed
after the accident,

The collision occurred dur-
ing a low-altitude training run
from Aviano Air Base in north-
ern [taly, where the aviators'

Washington Post

squadron  was  temporarily
based in support of NATO's
Bosnia operations. According
to testimony from several
squadron officers, the crew had
no inkling of a problem until an
instant before the collision.

"I felt T was at 1,000 feet,
right where | needed to be,"
Ashby allegedly told Maj. Kirk
Shawhan, the squadron opera-
tions officer, after the accident,
according to Shawhan's testi-
mony. The pilot said he sud-
denly saw a cable dead ahead
that locked as if it would "cut
his head off," Shawhan said.

Ashby told Shawhan that he
"put his stick as far forward as
it would go" to avoid the cable,
Shawhan said.

“They thought they had
missed the wire, and then they
felt a tug and knew they had hit
something." said Lt. Col. Rich-
ard  Muegge, the squadron
commander.

After the impact, Seagraves
thought the plane had hit a
bird. "He was scared at that
poirit and had one hand on the
ejection lever," Kaplan said.

After landing the badly
damaged jet, the crew rushed to
the squadron’s ready room.

"They appeared to be in
quite a state of shock,” said
Capt. Michael Recce, the op-
erations duty officer that day.
"None of them had any color in
their faces.”

Schweilzer, the navigator,
reported that the plane had hit
something, according to
Shawhan. "Over his right
shoulder, he might have seen a
vellow flash of a gondola,”
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Shawhan said. "He was ex-
tremely distraught and wanted
immediate information. . . . He
was concerned people were
hurt."

All 20 persons inside the
cable car -- including tourists
from Ttaly, Germany, Poland,
the Netherlands, Belgium, and
Austria - plunged more than
300 feet to their death. The
accident seriously strained U.S.
relations with Italy, a NATO
ally, prompting some politi-
cians in that country to call for
the withdrawal of American
forces.

Kaplan described Seagraves
as a ‘"professional, conscien-
tious" air crew member who
would not have tolerated hot-
dogging. "If Captain Seagraves
had seen something wrong, he
would have spoken up," said
Kaplan.

Kaplan said Seagraves was
"sorrowful" about the 20 peo-
ple Killed. "He would give his
life to get them back," he said.

Marine Corps investigators -
concluded that the jet was fly-
ing at 300 to 400 feet above the
ground when it sliced the cable
wire, well below the authorized
altitude of 2,000 feet. They also
established that the aircraft was
traveling close to its maximum
speed of 541 knots per hour,
well over the limit of 450 knots
per hour.

Defense attorneys said at a
news conference last month
that the charges against the
officers were based on.
"political pressures" and that
the Marine investigation was
conducted too hastily,

European Stars & Stripes
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Pentagon Moving Slowly On Gun Law

By Amee Seabolt
Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — The
Pentagon's slow approach in
executing a law aimed at taking
fircarms away from convicted
spouse abusers is unconscion-
able, the law’s sponsor says.

“The law took effect [
years ago and most federal
agencies have made steady
progress in seeing that it is ef-
fectively enforced among fed-

eral law enforcement officers,”
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J,
said in a recent statement.

“Unfortunately, the evidence
shows that the Department of
Defense has not followed
through with effective enforce-
ment of the law.” Lautenberg
issued the statement in response
to questions from The Stars and
Stripes.

Army Lt. Col. Tom Begincs,
a Pentagon spokesman, noted
how complex the issue is and

said that “the military services
have taken preliminary steps to
ensure that commanders in the
field are not issuing weapons
and ammunition to service-
members with qualifying con-
victions.”

The law denies anyone who
has been convicted of misde-
meanor spousc abuse from
having a personal or mulitary-
issued fircarm. The law also
makes it a felony for convicted
abuscrs to ship, transport or
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receive firearms or ammunition,
including mifitary members.
Since President Clinton
signed the law Sept. 30, 1996,
the Pentagon has been at an
impasse on how to implement
it, officials said. In Qctober, the
Pentagon approved an interim
policy that calls for troops with
such convictions to be imme-
diately transferred to adminis-
trative desk jobs until a perma-
nent policy is hammered out,
In November, a 20-person
Joint service group led by Frank
Rush, acting assistant secretary
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of defense for force manage-
ment policy, began tackling the
issue. It had a deadline for re-
porting to Defense Secretary
William Cohen on Jan. 15.
Pentagon officials estimate
that the number of troops af-

fected ranges from the high

hundreds to low thousands. To
determine the number, the
working group is charged with
sending out voluntary surveys
asking the 1.4 million active-
duty troops if they had such
convictions.

“The services, however,
raised several complex issues
concerning how members were
to be screened for convictions,”

Begines said. “Several complex .

legal issues, however, still need
to be resolved. We anticipate
resolution soon.”

So far, Air Force officials
said survey mailings to their
airmen have not been com-
pleted, and they did not know
when they would be.

Army officials said unit
commanders have reviewed
troop records for previous
spouse abuse convictions.

“The unit file checks did
identify a relatively small num-
ber of soldiers with misde-
meanor convictions,” satd an
Army official who asked not to
be identified. “The Army does
not have any reliable indicators

that could accuratcly predict the
Army-wide impact of the Lau-
tenberg amendment.”

Army officials said they
expect to know how many sol-
diers will be affected by July.

Navy officials declined to
comment on their progress.

According to previous re-
search, 18.7 servicemembers
per 1,000 have reported
spouse-abuse charges that have
been substantiated, Pentagon
officials said. Such abuse cases
include assault, battery and
even emotional maltreatment,
Pentagon officials said.

Lautenberg said he is dis-
mayed by the Pentagon.

“If the department has le-
gitimate problems in enforcing
the law it should come to me
and other lawmakers to help
clear away the obstacles,” he
said. “We are here to make the
law work.”

Begines said Pentagon offi-
cials have discussed the pos-
sibility of developing a legisla-
tive proposal to modify the
impact of the law. However, he
said, no proposals have been
submitted.

Lautenberg said every day
that goes by is another day
when spouses and children are
in danger of being injured by a
family member who is armed
by the U.S. government.

Washington Times
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West Point lets senior cadet graduate after annulment

By Rowan Scarborough
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

In a break with tradition, West
Point is allowing a senior cadet to
graduate this month even though
he married another senior who be-
came pregnant, in violation of
school policy.

The senior skirted the reg-
ulation by getting a quick annul-
ment after the officers’ school be-
gan investigating the couple.
School officials said this is the first
case in which a cadet avoided dis-
missal under the marriage ban by
obtaining an annulment. They ac-
knowledged other cadets could du-
plicate the process if caught being
married.

“In the eyes of the law an annul-
ment means that a marriage never
took place,” said Col. Bill Harke, an
academy spokesman. “Therefore,
we would have been on shaky legal
ground if we had tried to separate
him. During the investigation, they
got an annulment.”

Army sources said the female
cadet involved in the case will be
allowed to graduate after having
the child, as long as she is not the
child’s legal custodian. The service
academies bar students from hay-
ing spousal or child dependents.

Some alumni are furious, seeing
the affair as a case of lowering
standards at the 196-year-old
school, They note that the couple
only sought the annulment after
they realized the Army was inves-
tigating the violation of West
Point’s rules.

“How many violations/infrac-
tions of rules regulations?”’ asked a
1957 graduate on the Forum, a re-
stricted Web site for West Point
alumni. “Who gets the prize(s) for

wrongheadedness?”

Wrote another alumni, “Have
the rules changed this much? I
really can’t believe this”

West Point regulations, as well
as rules at the Air Force and Naval
academies, state that officer train-
ees may not be married. The pro-
“hibition is designed to ensure stu-
dents focus on the rigorous,
four-year curriculum, and not be
distracted by family obligations.

At one time, the Army academy
required cadets to periodically at-
test in writing that they weren't
married. This allowed the school to
expel married cadets for lying and
violating the honor code. West

Point no longer requires the no-
marriage pledge.

One graduate wrote in the
alumni Web site that West Point
offered the seniors a deal: get an
annulment and you can graduate.

Col. Harke denied that hap-
pened. He said the couple ended
the marriage on their own. “No
deal was cut,” he said.

He declined to release the ca-
dets’ names.

The school’s decision comes as
some retired and active duty grad-
uates complain that West Point has
lowered physical fitness standards
and is sending less fit second lieu-
tenants to operational units.

In 1996, the Army turned to a
battle-hardened officer, Col.
James Hallums, to head its depart-
ment of behavioral sciences and

leadership. But Col. Hallums —
one of those now weighing in on the
West Point Forum — was dis-
missed after colleagues com-
plained he was overbearing. His
allies claimed the institution
bowed to political correctness.

Robert Maginnis, a 1973 West
Point graduate and analyst at the
Family Research Council, said his
alma mater is setting a bad prece-
dent.

“The message to other cadets is: -
as long as you make good grades,
it doesn't matter that you break the
reg).llations,” Mr. Maginnis said,
noting that West Point alumni such
as Robert E. Lee and Dwight Fj-
senhower once “set the standard
for the Army. So much for Army
values” .

The school’'s marriage ban

states, “Any cadet who 1s married
prior to graduation, or who has
custedy of a child or incurs a legal
obligation to support a child prior
to graduation shall be separated
from the military academy”

In response to questions submit-
ted by The Washington Times, a.
West Point statement said, “Dur-
ing the course of the required in-
vestigation to determine whether
they should be separated under
academy regulations, the couple
obtained an annulment to that
marriage. There is no prohibition
concerning cadets who have an-
nulled marriages, and the two ca-
dets are currently members of the
Corps of Cadets”

West Point accepted its first
women cadets in 1976, Of 3,988 ca-
dets, 572 are women.

Wall Street Journal
May 6, 1998 Pg. 1

A former Russian privatization chief was
charged with illegally obtaining a Moscow
apartment in 1993. The case against Alfred
Kokh is being viewed as an anticorruption
warning by Yeltsin to the members of his
new government.
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House Panel Taps Nearly $400 Million
From Energy Programs To Buy Weapons

By Richard H.P. Sia
LEGI-SLATE News Service

WASHINGTON (May 5) --
Declaring that a proposed
£48.7 billion budget for weap-
ons purchases is not enough to
meet U.S. military needs, a
House National Security panel
agreed Tuesday to bolster it
with a $377 mullion cash infu-
sion from a nuclear stockpile
testing and safety program.

The idea of tapping a nu-
clear weapons program for
extra cash to buy conventional
weapons and ammunition had a
certain post-Cold War appeal to
Republicans and Democrats
alike on the Subcommittee on
Procurement. But the concept
upset senior Clinton admini-
stration officials, who warned
against cutbacks in the Energy
Department's so-called stock-
pile stewardship program.

"The reductions under con-
sideration by your committee
in Stockpile Stewardship will
have a real and dramatic impact
on our ability to continue to
certify the stockpile and main-
tain our strategic nuclear deter-

rent,” Energy Secretary
Federico Pena wrote to Na-
tional  Security Committee

Chairman Floyd Spence, R-
S.C.

The transfer is part of a
strategy by the Procurement
Subcommittee to identify what
aides called "bill payers"
ameng existing defense-related
programs that can pay for legis-
lative add-ons -- items not in
President Clinton's fiscal year
1999 defense budget request.

Another transfer would di-
vert $19 million from the En-
ergy Department’s Chemical
and Biological Nonprolifera-
tion Program for defense needs.
This program focuses on deliv-
ering technology to domestic
“first responders” -- police, fire
and emergency units, according
to Energy officials.

Overali, the House panel,
meeting in a closed-door ses-
sion to draft its portion of the
Fiscal 1999 defense authoriza-
tion bill [H.R. 3616], agreed to
add at least $250 million to the
president's requested defense
procurement budget of $48.7
billion, subcommittee sources

said.

It was not immediately dis-
closed how the nearly $400
million in Energy Department
transfers would be allocated
among various defense pro-
curement accounts,

The full National Security
Committee is expected to vote
on the bill Wednesday.

"Clearly we have a serious
top-tine  deficiency,” Rep.
Norm Sisisky, D-Va., said be-
fore the subcommittee voted
unanimously to close the
meeting. About the panel's
addition of $250 million in
procurement spending, Sisisky
said flatly, "if's not enough.”

Subcommittee Chairman
Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., dis-
closed that the add-ons in-
cluded money to help deal with
"a shortage of basic ammuni-
tion" in the Marines, which he
said needed $193 million, and
in the Army, which Hunter said
projects a $1.6 billion shortfall
in its ammunition account. The
actual amount of money added

by the panel to the ammunition

accounts was not disclosed.

The chairman also proposed
adding $80  million for
“upgrades for the current
bomber system,” and language
requiring that the Clinton ad-
ministration "come up with a
long-range  bomber plan."
These provisions are intended
to address the absence of any
additional purchases of B-2
Stealth bombers in the fiscal
1999  procurement  request,
Hunter said.

The B-2 is "important in
terms of projecting American
power on short notice and ... to
stop enemy armor,” Hunter
said. But a report last month by

‘the Pentagon's Long-Range Air

Power Review Panel indicated
that the “production line is
gone, the vendors are no longer
there,” he explained.

"We can't rely on B-52s to
fly for 80 years," added Hunter,
referring to the oldest bombers
in the U.S. fleet.

Hunter acknowledged that
last year's balanced budget
agreement prevented the panel
from authorizing significant
increases in military procure-
ment spending. At the same
time. Hunter said he had to find

a way to pay for the ammuni-
tion and bomber initiatives and
deal with $6 billion in add-ons
requested by lawmakers and
the military services them-
selves.

"Since we have no extra
money ... we've had to shape
the budget and look for areas
where we might find some
money,” Hunter told his sub-
committee.

So lawmakers, some of
them reluctantly, agreed to take
a reduction in the Navy F/A-
18E/F aircraft program, which
Hunter said would reduce the
planned purchase of 30 planes
in fiscal 1999 to 27. The ad-
ministration  originally  re-
quested $3.015 billion for the
30 planes.

"We think it's a rational,
responsible reduction, a bal-
anced reduction,” Hunter said.

An aide familiar with the
F/A-18 discussions said he was
not surprised the panel devel-
oped a consensus on the reduc-
tion. A cut of three planes "is
not seen as devastating to the
program,” said the aide, who
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity.

All other tactical aircraft
programs -- including the Air
Force’s F-22, which is going
into production, despite what
the General Accounting Office
and others say is insufficient
testing -- were fully funded at

the requested levels, the aide
said.

The transfer of $377 million
from the nuclear Stockpile
Stewardship program brought
an expression of concern from
Rep. John Spratt, D-8.C., dur-
ing the open portion of the
meeting, prompting Hunter to
assert that the subcommittee
was prepared to "fully fund
every program” in the Energy
Department's weapons budget
"in light of constraints.”

In exchange, Hunter said,
the panel would force the En-
ergy Department to adopt a

bookkeeping change recom-
mended by the GAQO that
would reduce the stockpile

program'’s anticipated excess or
carry-over balance from the
current fiscal year from 15 per-
cent to 12 percent,

Hunter contended that this
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change would help the military
meet  pressing  procurement
needs without hurting the
stockpile program, which En-
ergy officials describe as the
government's principal means
of maintaining the safety and
reliability of the nuclear weap--
ons stockpile, without nuclear
testing. "Some money from the
carry-over balance has been
given to the Marines and Army
for ammunition,"” Hunter said,

But, he added, "we hope the
GAO'sright." :

In his letter to committee
Chairman Spence, Energy Sec-
retary Pena faulted the GAO
analysis of the carry-over bal-
ance in the stockpile program,
saying, "we will not have ex-
cess balances at the end of this
year."

“Thus, any reductions for
FY 99 must come from the
Stockpile  Stewardship  pro-
gram,” Pena said.

Similar appeals were sent to
the National Security Commit-_
tee by Air Force Gen. Eugene
E. Habiger, commander-in-
chief of U.S. strategic forces,
and Defense Secretary William
S. Cohen,

"I am charged with report-
ing on my confidence in the.
safety and reliability of the
stockpile as part of an annual
certification process directed
by the president,” General
Habiger wrote. "This job is
made more difficult without
nuclear testing, but the experts
testify that they are confident’
they can do the job provided
the promised tools of the sci-
ence-based Stockpile Steward-
ship program are delivered on
schedule,”

Hunter took several swipes
at the White House, criticizing”
the administration for failing to
keep a pledge made in 1995 to
boost procurement spending to
$60 billion in fiscal 1999,

"One of the duties we owe
[the military] is to give them
the best, but over the last cou--
ple of years, we've not been
able to do that," he said, tossing
aside assertions by Rep. Spratt
that the Clinton budget meets
the level set for defense by the
balanced budget agreement.

"We've attempted to address
a number of shortfalls that we
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saw [in the procurement ac-

counts), that the services saw,"”
Hunter added. "Over five years,
they need, they want $55 bil-
lion worth of equipment, am-
munition and platforms. So
we're §55 billion short.”

Also during the open por-
tion of the meeting, Rep. Jim
R. Ryun, R-Kan., told sub-
committee members that he
intended to offer legislation --
and possibly an amendment to
the defense authorization bill --
that would block any transfer
of U.S. satellite technology to
China under a '“cooperative
space agreement” that report-

edly is being negotiated n an-
ticipation of President Clinton's
visit to Beijing in June.

Ryun said any such technol-
ogy transfer would ultimately
help the Chinese develop stra-
tegic missiles at a time when
House lawmakers are pushing
the Clinton administration for;
deployment of effective missile:
defenses. |

Hunter alerted Ryun that'
Chairman Spence "is working
with the House leadership" on a
strategy to prevent technology
transfers to China that would
compromise LS. national se-
curity.

Norfolk Virginian~-Pilot
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The Ike, Returning Today, Will Stay
In Port Until June 10, Navy Says

NORFOLK -- The carrter
Dwight D. Eisenhower, sched-
uled to leave Norfolk on May
I3 for its deployment in the
Persian Gulf, will instead re-
main in port until June 10, the
Navy said Tuesday.

The ship will return from
more than a week of exercises
today. Many of the ship's 5,000
or so sailors and aviators, ex-
pecting to leave Norfolk at the

end of April, had tied up loose
ends here and will have no-
where to stay but on the ship.

Navy officials, reporting the
update at 7 p.m. on the ship's
Care Line for Navy families,
said they did not know when
the ship's deployment would
end.

For more information, call
the Care Line at 463-7918.
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Pentagon Needs To Reassess FMS System, Hamre Says

By Vago Muradian
The Pentagon nceds to update its cumbersome foreign military sale (FMS) system to make it more responsive to the needs of
international customers and should work with industry in developing a new process that may even allow industry to oversee such deals,
according fo Deputy Defense Secretary John Hamre.
“We need to step back in a very significant way as a department and with industry really start thinking again from scratch,” Hamre
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yesterday told an audience at an American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics luncheon in Arlington, Va. “Our process today is
still very much a Cold War restrictive mindset...Frankly, we ought to open up our thinking and say maybe there are new institutional
arrangements for foreign military sales. For example, it’s not at all clear to me that we can’t contract out the entire process... I think
that all ought to be on the table.”

The Defense Security Assistance Agency, which is charged with overseeing FMS deals, has started reviewing the current process,
Hamre said, adding: “[That] we ought to be doing that joint with industry. I think we will try and find a venue to do that in the next
couple of months so we can take a very fresh look at the process.”

A “hybrid” process could be derived by pulling FMS strengths from both government and industry, he said.

Hamre stressed, however, that the review of the FMS process remains separate from questions regarding whether arms deals are a
proper vehicle for U.S. national security and foreign policy.

“We're talking about the mechanics of how we're going to do it, but not addressing the issues about whether or not we should be
treating foreign military sales as an instrument of foreign policy,” Hamre said. “That is a much broader debate, a healthy debate we
ought to have, but that’s not what we are talking about here.”

Hamre said that the United States owes it to customer nations to develop a more responsive system because “it’s their money after
all; they really deserve a stronger role in [the] system.” He added that many customer nations question U.S. policies regarding the
“release of technical information” as well as “how we price things.”

Hamre is not alone in labeling the FMS system as pondcrous and unresponsive, with negative implications for industry. Louis
Giuliano, the president and CEO of ITT Defense & Electronics {IIN], told an audience at an ATAA panel on acquisition reform that in
the best case--assuming Congress does not ohject to a deal-—-international customers must wait at least 15 months before they can take
delivery of whatever they have ordered,

Hamre added that the need for a new FMS system is becoming increasingly apparent as the United States seeks international
partners on large development efforts.

“As we start discussing issues of very large and new procurements, like the Joint Strike Fighter, you get to very tough questions
about partnering and access to sensitive information,” Hamre said.

The EMS issue was one of a number of topics that Hamre discussed during address, ranging from industry consolidation and the
government’s recent opposition to the proposed merger between Lockheed Martin [LMT] and Northrop Grumman [NOC] to
acquisition reform to the need for more base closures, .-

Although the Justice Department--at the recommendation of the Defense Department--has filed suit in federal court asking that the
Lockheed Martin-Northrop Grumman merger be blocked, the Pentagon remains interested in further consolidation of the defense
industry, particularly at the second and third tiers, Hamre said.

“Arc we still interested in mergers? The answer is yes, we certainly are,” Hamre said. “We still would like to see merger and
consolidation in the industry where it makes sense.”

He stressed that the Pentagon’s policies toward mergers and acquisitions remains unchanged, that DoD will continue to suppert
such deals, and underwrite their cost to a degree, “so long as there is a positive return to the department--positive measurable return to
the department--and so long as it doesn't unduly restrain competition in our view.”

This is exactly where the Lockheed Martin-Northrop Grumuman deal ran afoul.

“This was a very tough one,” Hamre said. “There were some obvious issues associated with horizontal concentration...but [ don't
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believe that was the real cause of the problem. T think the larger problem was how do we understand and work through the issues of
vertical consolidation. Here we had just a profound disagreement. It wasn’t a disagreeable exchange; I have always admired the people
who have been involved in this long enough because of previous dealings, and always will, but it is a very different world view that we
have about whether the behavioral solutions will work in this area.”

“And there is no question that there were ways we could accommodate vertical consolidation,” Hamre added. “There was little
question as to whether we could make it work, but would it take the department in a new direction.”

The new direction that DoD wanted to avoid was more closely overseeing defense companies because doing so would have heen
antithetical to its wider acquisition reform goals to reduce oversight of industry,

“We felt that would have been taking us, frankly, in the wrong path compared to where we want to go with the latest acquisition
reform,” Hamre said. “[Tt] really was a very hard decision, that is to say, would we or would we not favor this consolidation, ultimately
we didn’t because it wasn’t in the department’s best interest. Our preference frankly is to continue to have two strong, independent
companies, but we don’t want that to be interpreted, and I don’t what to be interpreted that to mean we are not interested in new
consolidations.”

As for international consolidation, such deals are inevitable, Hamre said. Although he declined to discuss the proposed acquisition
of Tracor [TTRR] by Britain’s GEC because the transaction is still under review, Hamre added that there remain “structural
impediments™ to striking large-scale transnational deals.

“When you are talking about mergers that cross national lines there is going to be a lot of tough thinking,” Hamre said. “T don't
know if we have put in place the intellectual underpinnings for this discussion.” . -
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Pilots told

not to
engage
Iraqis

‘No fly’ zone orders
draw complaints

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — U.S. pilots patrol-
ling southern Iraq last fall were re-
peatedly ordered by their command-
ers to retreat from Iragi warplanes
intruding into prohibited airspace.
The Iraqis, one pilot complains,
“were just taunting us.”

US. officials acknowledge Air
Force, Navy and allied pilots were

pulled back. American commanders
initially calculated that the intru-
sions into “no-fly” areas were not di-
'rected at U.S. forces and later con-
cluded the Iragis were trying to lure
U.S, warplanes over antiaircraft mis-
sile batteries, one official said,

To avoid a trap, U.S. pilots were
restrained from taking action, even
though they greatly outnumbered
the intruders.

Just days after the incursions, Ira-
qi President Saddam Hussein touch-
ced off an international crisis by
threatening to shoot down U.S. spy
planes.

“Yes, we did back away,” said Air
FForce Maj. Gen. Roger Radcliff, who
commanded the operation at the
time. “After a period of days, we ad-
justed that stance. But we never
gave up the no-fly zone.”

Some Air Force pilots who flew
the missions in the no-fly zone in
southern Irag, where the United Na-
tions since 1992 has barred Iragi
military flights, expressed exaspera-
- tion.

“The Air Force leadership that
was running the war in Southwest
Asia was so conservative they never

et us get in a position where we
could engage,” Capt. Chris Prusak,
an F-15 pilot, told The Associated
Press,

Air Force Lt. Mark Reents, anoth-
er F-15 pilot, said: “We were initially
pushed 90 miles to the south” by his
military commander to avoid a clash
with [ragis. After several days of vio-
lations, “incrementally, we were al-
lowed to move north,” he said.

Both pilots continue to fly F-15s
for the Air Force's First Fighter
Wing based at Langley Air Force
Base, Va.

[rag began the series of incursions
into the no-fly zone last Sept. 29,
sending small numbers of MiG-25
and other fighters into the prohibited
area daily. Those flights stopped on
Oct. 7.

Three .weeks later, Saddam
threatened to shoot down U.S. re-
connaissance planes and demanded
that U.5. officials no longer partici-
pate in international weapons in-
spections,

Whether the policy of restraint
emboldened Saddam remains open
to speculation.
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GOP Says U.S. Gave China Nuclear Edge

Donations, Satellite Transfer Policy Linked
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1996 destroyed a Loral satel-
lite.

Both House Speaker Newt
Gingrich (R-Ga.) and Senate

By Juliet Eilperin
Washington Post
Staff Writer

Congressional Republicans
plan a series of hearings to in-
vestigate whether President
Clinton's policy on the export
of commercial satellites to

.China has allowed the Chinese

to acquire technology to im-
prove the accuracy of their
nuclear missiles, according to
GOP lawmakers and aides.

The hearings will focus on
Clinton's decisions to allow two
U.S.  aerospace companies.
Loral Space and Communica-

tions Ltd. and Hughes Elec-
tronic Corp., to export satellites
to be launched atop Chinese
rockets. The Justice Depart-
ment has been investigating a
report that Loral improperly
gave China advice to upgrade
the guidance systems on its
rockets after a failed Jaunch in

Majority Trent Lott (R-Miss.)
have taken an active interest in
the congressional probes, in
part because the aerospace
firms have been major con-
tributors to the Democratic
Party. Loral's chief executive
officer, Bernard L. Schwartz,
was the single largest donor to
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the Democratic Party in 1996,

Republican lawmakers are
attempting to find a link be-
tween the financial contribu-
tions and a decision by Clinton
earlier this year that they say
effectively undercut the crimi-
nal investigation of Loral. The
decision allowed Loral to
launch another satellite and to
provide China with the same
type of information that was
the subject of the Justice De-
partment inquiry.

White House officials have
denied any political influence
on sateltite policy, which they
say has limited weapons prolif-
eration by encouraging com-
mercial cooperation with China
dating back to the 1980s.

"Our policy specifically
excludes the transfer of senst-
tive U.S. technology," said
National  Security  Council
spokesman P.J. Crowley. "We
believe there are adequate

safeguards in place that pre-

clude US. companies from
providing assistance to China
with respect to the design, de-
velopment, operation, mainte-
nance, modification, or repair
of launch vehicles."

Though House Republicans
and Democrats have sparred on
campaign finance
recent days, senior GOP mem-
bers regard the allegations sur-
rounding the sateliite policy
and China as the most poten-
tially explosive issue this vear.
After months of investigating
contributions to the Democratic
Party, Republicans said, the
incident may illustrate how
corporate donations shaped the
administration's policy in a way
that threatens U.S. security.

The issue stems from the
desire of U.S. space firms to

issues in’

save time and money by
launching their satellites on
Chinese rockets. Under sanc-
tions imposed after the 1989
anti-democracy crackdown in
Tiananmen Square, Presidents
Clinton and George Bush have
issued waivers for firms to ex-
port satellites under strict
guidelines designed to safe-
guard U.S. technology.

After Hughes and Loral
received an export waiver in
1996, China launched a $200
million Loral satellite on a
rocket that crashed. Subse-
quently, scientists from the two
companies advised China on
how to improve its guidance
systems for future launches.
According to a secret May
1997 Pentagon report, first
disclosed by the New York
Times last month, this advice
also strengthened China’s nu-

clear capability. The Pentagon
report concluded that "United
States national security has’
been harmed" by the exchange,
the article said.

A lustice Department in-
vestigation sparked by the
Pentagon report is still ongo-
ing. But Clinton's decision in
February to approve the export
of another Loral satellite to
China, and permitting the kind
of advice that is reportedly at
the heart of the Justice Depart-
ment's investigation, effectively
deflated the probe, according to
critics.

Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-
Calif.), who chairs the House
Science subcommittee on space
and aeronautics, said that he
has been authorized by Gin-
grich to take the lead in the
congressional investigation. He.
charged in a speech on the
floor Thursday night that
"President Clinton and his ad-

ministration have been doing
everything they can to quash
the investigation of this possi-
ble violation of law, this be-
trayal of our country,”

Gingrich "is very focused
on this issue,” Rohrabacher
added in an interview. "He be-
lieves it's going to emerge as an
issue far more important than
any White House sex scandals.
[t's embarrassing to talk about a
sex scandal. There's nothing
embarrassing about calling the
president to task about the
giveaway of American tech-
nology to the Red Chinese."

Rep. Richard K. Armey (R-
Tex.) said at his weekly press
briefing, "We now have reve-
lations that we had special dis-
pensation given to a defense
contractor to sell to the Chinese
the technology that would en-
able them to effectively target
their nuclear weapons to the
United States.”

Armey added. "This is a
matter of consequence when
that contractor is a substantial
contributor to the Democratic

Party. These things need to be
investigated and people need to
come through.”

According to the Center for
Responsive Politics, Schwartz
gave $632,000 in "soft money"
donations in the 1995-96 cycle
and another $421,000 in the
current electoral cycle, nearly
all of which went to Demo-
crats.

Loral has denied any
wrongdoing in connection with
the case.

"Our employees acted in
good faith. The company initi-
ated an independent examina-
tion of the incident and con-
cluded that there was no viola-
tion of the export control laws,"
said Thomas B. Ross, vice

president of government rela-
tions at Loral. "We shared the
results with the State Depart-
ment and have fully cooperated
with the government."”

Both the Senate and House
investigations would span a
swath of committees. In late
April,  Gingrich met with
chairmen of the House Interna-
tional Relations, National Se-
curity, and intelligence com-
mittees, while Lott met with
members of Senate panels, in-
cluding Governmental Affairs
and Foreign Relations.

"This is a national security
issue, and it has to be cleared
up in the next couple weeks,"
Gingrich said yesterday, adding
that it would be "absolutely
intolerable" if Clinton's satellite
policy were changed to reward
a donor.

House and Senate investiga-
tors have asked the administra-
tion to hand over information
concerning the waivers. On
May 20, the Senate Govern-
mental Affairs subcommittee
on international security, pro-
liferation and federation serv-
ices will hold a hearing on how
commercial satellite transfers
can benefit long-range missile
programs.

The distinction between
commercial and military satel-
lites is important, because dif-
ferent rules govern the exports
of the two technologies. Clin-
ton eased the way for the ex-
port of satellite technology
when he delegated most of the
administration's licensing du-
ties from the State Department
to the Commerce Department,
which promotes the sale of
U.S. products abroad, a move
now criticized by Republicans.

Washington Times

China angered by Indian defense minister

BELJIING (Reuters) — China

Warns that remarks threaten relations

May 6, 1998
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ence.

‘yesterday expressed *“‘utmost re-
‘gret and resentment” at comments
‘by India’s defense minister over
the military threat posed by Bei-
jing and warned they could sab-
otage friendly relations.

" India’s defense minister, George
Fernandes, said Sunday that China
had built a sophisticated electronic
Surveillance base in Burma's Coco
Islands and was upgrading air-
fields in Tibet to take supersonic
fighters capable of striking at In-

dia’s borders. Burma denied Mr.
Fernandes’ statement.

_ "China expresses utmost regret
and resentment,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said yes-
terday in China’s first official reac-
tion. “China does not pose any
threat to neighboring countries”
.» The comments would “seriously
sabotage the favorable atmos-
phere for developing friendly rela-
tions,” Mr. Zhu told a news confer-

India held back comment over
China's reaction.

“We have taken note of the Chi-
nese statement,” a Foreign Minis-
try spokesman in New Delhi told
reporters. He declined to elabo-
rate.

Mr. Fernandes, a former social-
ist firebrand whose Samata Party
is a key partner in the Hindu
nationalist-led ruling coalition,
said India had long focused on the
threat from Pakistan while ignor-
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ing the equal danger posed by
China.

Mr. Zhu poured scorn on Mr
Fernandes, using unusually strong
language.

“His so-called view that China
constitutes the principal threat to
India is absolutely ridiculous and
not worthy of refutation,” Mr. Zhu

said.

“His accusation concerning
China’s relations with relevant
countries is utterly fictitious and
has no basis in facts,” he added.

Beijing-based diplomats said
Mr. Zhu's sharp. comments rep-
resented a warning to India to rein
in its outspoken defense minister
before he caused more damage.

They said China regarded the
accusations as particularly offen-
sive since it had worked hard in
recent years to settle border quar-
rels with all its neighbors, includ-
ing India.

China fought a brief border war
with India in 1962, but relations
have now warmed.

“They're puzzled and annoyed
at the Indians for coming out with
this sort of thing,” said one diplo-
mat. “The Chinese have been do-
ing everything they can over the
last two or three years to calm the
Indians down?”

By delivering a “slap on the
wrist” to Mr. Fernandes, China
was “hoping that his own govern-

ment will call him to order” the
diplomat added.

In April, Mr. Fernandes accused
China of providing Pakistan mis-
sile technology after Islamabad
announced it had tested its longest-
range missile capable of striking
targets deep inside India. Beijing
denied thé allegation.

On Monday, India’s opposition
Congress party lashed out at Mr.
Fernandes over his remarks.

“The defense minister ... once
again made observations about
our relations with China which,
both in letter and spirit, go against
our trying to widen, deepen and
strengthen our relations with
China,” party spokesman Salman
Khurshid said in a statement.

Washington Times
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‘Taiwan; Drills to thwart communists

By Jeffrey Parker

REUTERS NEWS AGENCY

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Taiwan said
bluntly yesterday its annual mili-
tary drills were designed to thwart
invasion by “communist forces” —
a potentially provocative state-
ment before a planned U.S.-China
summit in Beijing.

With Taiwan Vice President
Lien Chan’s departure yesterday
for a Latin American journey and
a politically sensitive U.S. stopover,
Taipei's announcement came at a
delicate moment in Washington'’s
changing relationship with Bei-
jing.

Taiwan knows no foe besides
communist China and its 3 million-
strong People’s Liberation Army,
which have vowed to invade the
Nationalist-ruled island if it makes
what Beijing regards as a push for
independence.

Washington has diplomatic rela-
tions only with Beijing but remains
Taiwan's most steadfast friend,
maintaining a right to arm the is-
land despite breaking ties 20 years
ago.

Taipei generally takes pains to
avoid describing military activ-
ities in language that might irritate
its adversary across the Taiwan
Strait — or its benefactor across
the Pacific.

Not so in yesterday’s statement
by Defense Ministry spokesman
Kung Fan-ting announcing the
May 11-14 “Han Kwang” drills.

“The exercise targets the big-
gest threat — any possible military
actions by the communist forces to
invade Taiwan,” Mr. Kung was
quoted by the official Central
News Agency as saying.

Mr. Kung said all three armed

services would join the exercises
around Hualien and Taitung along
Taiwan’s relatively undeveloped
eastern coast — the flank that does
not face the mainland.

In a departure from recent
years, the maneuvers would be
closed to the public and media, Mr.
Kung said.

With President Clinton due in
Beijing for a summit with Presi-
dent and Communist Party chief
Jiang Zemin in June, Taiwan is
deeply anxious about any Sino-U.S.
warming.

Such advances have generally
come at Taipei's expense, as when
Jimmy Carter severed ties with
-the exiled Republic of China on
Taiwan to recognize Beijing’s Peo-
ple’s Republic in 1979.

. “Coming on the eve of the
Clinton-Jiang talks, the announce-
.ment could be seen as Taiwan's re-
iterating its need for defense in the
face of the communist threat,” said

National Chengchi University po-
litical science professor Shaw
Chong-hai.

“The message is obviously for
both the United States and the
mainland,” Mr. Shaw added.

Beijing calls Taiwan the most
sensitive issue in its ties with
Washington and pressured Secre-
tary of State Madeleine K. Al-
bright last week to revise U.S. Tai-
wan policy by cutting the arms
flow and explicitly opposing Thi-
wan's independence.

Taiwan has been estranged from
the mainland since a 1949 civil-
war split but maintains that it
wants eventual reunion with the
mainland.

Taipei nonetheless insists re-
union is pessible only under a mu-
tually acceptable democracy —
something that would oblige the
Communist Party to abandon its
absolute grip on power.

Defense News
PLA General Defers
U.S. Visit; Cites Health

People’s Liberation Army Gen. Jiang

Wannian, vice chairman of China’s pow-
-erful Central Military Commission, will

not visit the United States in mid-May

May 4-10, 1998 Pg. 2

as planned due to health problems, said
U.S. and Chinese defense officials.

" Jiang was scheduled to spend nearly’

three weeks in the United States tour-
ing military sites, and was scheduled

. to meet with U.S. President Bill Clin-

ton and senior political and military
officials.

Washington - '
poe Ex-Zaire Generals Told to Leave Ivory Coast
ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast—Ivory Coast has given four generals who
May 6, 1998 served under dictator Mobutu Sese Seko in the former Zaire 72 hours
to leave or face expulsion, police sources said.
Py, 22 The four arrived in secret last week under false identities and with

the cornplicity of Ivorian nationals, a source said.
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Fighting Subsides In Restive Kosovo

Albania Angered by Serb Operations

By Guy Dinmore
Special to the
Washington Post

PONOSEVAC, Yugoslavia,
May 5—A three-day gunfight
between ethnic Albanian rebels
and Serbian police subsided
today, leaving this village
abandoned and littered with the
wreckage of war.

Police showed reporters the
battered remains of a troop
carrier hit by a rocket-propelled
grenade. Four policemen inside
had been wounded and taken
45 miles to a hospital in Pris-
tina, the capital of Serbia's
southern province of Kosovo.

banians want independence
from Serbia, the largest of two
republics remaining in Yugo-
slavia. About 150 people have
been killed in Kosovo since
February in clashes between
Albanian separatists and Set-
bian security forces.

Houses near where police
had set up a checkpeint were
pockmarked with bullet holes,
and spent cartridges from Al-
banian-made weapons lay on
the ground..

"We were attacked by about
50 terrorists,” said one officer
using the term Serbians apply
to ethnic Albanians. His hand
was bandaged from a shrapnel
wound. Reports by state-

Washington Post

gerated. Police in Ponosevac
could not confirm they had
killed anyone.

Ponosevac s less than five
miles from the Albanian border
in the rugged, mountainous
region where Serbian forces are
attempting to stem the smug-
gling of arms to the Kosovo
Liberation Army, a separatist
guerrilla group.

All the inhabitants of the
village, mostly ethnic Albani-
ans and Gypsies, fled their
homes. Albanian officials said
two villagers were killed in the
fighting and a mother and her
daughter were wounded.

"It is simple. There will be
war," said one plainclothes
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Dakovica.

{The Albanian Foreign
Ministry today accused the
Yugoslav government of carry-
ing out "ethnic cleansing" in
Kosovo, the Reuters news
service reported.

["Even in the past few days
Serbian police forces backed
by the army and, what is worse,
by  radical  ultranationalist
paramilitary troops, are con-
tinuing their military operations
of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo,"
the Foreign Ministry statement
said. "The violence by police
and the military is accompa-
nied by massive bombings and
destruction of the population
centers, applying in Kosovo the

Ethnic Albanians make u_p; controlled media that 10 rebels  officer carrying a submachine Serbian scorched-earth strat-
90 percent of the population "' had been killed in three days of ~gun at a police roadblock be- egy."]
the province. Most ethnic Al-! fighting appeared to be €xag- yond the nearby town of
European Stars & Stripes May 6, 1998 Pg. 5

Serbian Man Faces Trial In Yugoslavia

BIJELO POLJE, Yugosla-
via (AP} —A Serb charged-
with kidnapping and killing 19
civilians during the Bosnian
war — selecting them because
of their Muslim names — went
on trial Monday in a Yugoslav
court.

Nebojsa Ranisavljevic, 34, -
is charged with taking part in
kidnapping the people, mostly
Muslims, from a train in Feb-
ruary 1993. They were robbed,
tortured and executed by a
Bosnian Serbian paramilitary

troops

unit. Ranisavljevic denied the

-charges, saying Monday he was

forced to confess. He is for-
mally charged with war crimes
against the civilian population.
The train started in Serbia and
traveled to Montenegro.
Bosnian Serbian paramilitary
stopped it when it
passed through a small sliver of
Bosnia.

The indictment against
Ranisavljevic says the victims,
chosen because of their names,
were taken deeper into Bosnian

territory, where they were or-
dered to hand over their
money, jewels, watches and
other valuables. They later
were beaten and taken to a ga-
rage, where most were shot.
Two tried to escape but were
shot as they ran. One was in-
jured and his throat was slit.

Authorities in Serbtan-led
Yugoslavia never have issued a
formal finding on the incident,
despite repeated calls by vic-
tims’ relatives.

The trial is taking place in

Bijelo Polje, a Montenegrin
town on the border with Serbia,
near the village where the kid-
napping took place.  Rani-
savljevic was arrested in Mon-
tenegro in October 1996.
Montenegro, the smaller
republic that with Serbia forms
Yugoslavia, recently has shown
greater interest in cooperating
with the war crimes tribunal
based in The Hague, Nether-

lands. " Serbia has called the
court biased against Serbs.

Baltimore Sun

Envoy to be appointed
i Bosnia to push unity

DRVAR, Bosnia — Bosnia's
peace coordinator will appoint an
international envoy to help pro-
mote ethnic reconciliationin a vol-
atile region where ethnic Serbs

May
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were recently forced to flee their

homes for a second time.

Carlos Westendorp said the in-
ternational community would ap-
point one envoy and Bosnian
Croat leaders would nominate 2
second to try to strengthen links
between local authorities and
Western officials in the Drvar area.

li¢’
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He also said the Serb Repub-
§ prime minister, Milorad Do-

dik, had to play his part by allow-
ing Croats to return to the Serb

public. Only 12 Bosnian Croats.

and 128 Muslims have returned to
the Serb Republic this year, ac-
cording to the United Nations.

Richmond Times-Dispatch May 6, 1998

Senate urged to ratify
arms control package

WASHINGTON — Citing growing

support in Russia for approval of an

arms control treaty, President
Clinton's national security adviser

Pg.

urged the Senate to ratify a pack-
age of agreements to ban nuclear
testing and limit weapons and mis-
sile defense systems.

“The future of arms control is
now,” Sandy Berger said yesterday
in a speech to a pro-defense busi-
ness group. “We must not let this

4.

extraordinary opportunity slip
away.”

Berger, who leaves for Moscow
today to prepare for a meeting next
week between Clinton and Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, said the
administration’s goal is to see ap-
proval of the pacts by year's end.
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Next Time, Expanding NATO Will Be Harder

Many Senators want to pause after Round 1

By Major Garrett
and Thomas Omestad

With far less national debate
than was once expected--or
perhaps is healthy for such a
historic  decision--the Senate
last week approved adding
three countrigs to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.
The 80-19 vote to bring Po-
land, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic into NATO was po-
litically painless: Ethnic voters
were overwhelmingly in favor,
and generic voters ignored
squishy cost projections. Even
Russia muffled its earlier
growling. But the easy first
round of NATO expansion will
only make the next round
harder.

Nine more countries are
already pushing to get in.
Slovenia, Romania, and the
Baltic States (Latvia, Estonia,
and Lithuanta) are thought to
be serious contenders. So the
United States and its allies now
face a quandary: Advancing
NATO to the very borders of
Russia would deeply antago-
nize the Russian government
and people; but stopping the
expansion process now, leaving
the Baltics and much of Eastern
Europe out in the cold, would
demonstratively surrender
those countries to Russia's
sphere of influence.

It's no surprise, then, that
many people in Washington
want to put off the decision.
Nearly as important as last
week's vote to ratify enlarge-
ment was the Senate's 59-41
rejection of an amendment by
Republican Sen. John Warner
of Virginia that would have
prevented any more additions
to NATO for three years.
Twenty-two senators who sup-
ported the first round of ex-
pansion backed Warner, signal-
ing intense misgivings about

the next round. While the door’

formally remains open to new
members, Sen. Joseph Biden, a
Delaware Democrat, said the
prevailing approach in the
Senate is to see "how this is
working first. . . . There's no
big rush."

One major unresolved

question about NATO expan-
sion is its cost. As the Senate
debate revealed, no one knows
how much U.S. taxpayers will
have to pay: Estimates for this
round ranged from $400 mil-
lion over 10 years to $19 bil-
lion over 15 years.

Russia has officially op-
posed any expansion of NATO,
but its reaction was muted--this
time. Russian President Boris
Yeltsin has most vociferously
opposed NATO inclusion of
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia,
which were occupied by the
Soviet Union from before
World War 1l untit 1991. Rus-
sia's response to "losing" the
Baltics could be te withhold
cooperation on arms control
and such issues as sanctions on
Irag and curbing the sale of
missile technology to Iran.

Conservatives in Moscow
have already delayed the ratifi-
cation of the START Il nuclear
arms reduction treaty, partly
out of anger at NATO expan-
sion, even though Russia can-
not afford to maintain its cur-
rent, vast stockpile of nuclear
weapons.  Russian  military
thinkers say that NATO ex-
pansion will encourage the
Kremlin to place greater reli-
ance on nuclear weapons, in-
cluding those loaded onto
shorter-range tactical missiles.
That kind of backsliding could
become especially risky in the

‘case of the Baltics because,

Western military analysts say,
NATO could only make its
security guarantee to them
credible by positioning nuclear
weapons there--right on Rus-
sia's borders. It is this kind of
scenario that has prompted
Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan of New York to
warn that pursuing NATO ex-
pansion over Russian objec-
tions could increase the
chances of nuclear war.

While the Senate and the
Clinton administration appear
eager to let the dust settle, the
nations that did not make the
first cut will now push aggres-
sively to  join NATO--and
sooner rather than later. "lt's
already started,” said Sen. Rob-
ert Smith, a New Hampshire

Republican who was one of the
earliest opponents of NATO
expansion. "What we have
done with this vote is to create
in the next 10 to 15 years chaos
in Europe in terms of arguing
who should come in and why
they should come in."

Nineteen U.S. ethnic
groups, under the banner of the
Central and East European
Coalition, bombarded the Sen-
ate with letters and phone calls
on behalf of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic. The
same coalition will be back to
push for another round of ex-
pansion next year, lobbying
Clinton to make good on his
promise that the "first new
members should not and will
not be the last." "We've prom-
ised to help them just like
they've helped us,” says Myra
Lenard, who heads the Wash-
ington office of the Polish
American Congress.

By next April, when NATO
meets in Washington, NATO's
nine new suitors will be lobby-
ing in high gear. Romania, a
country of 23 million, will ar-
gue that it can serve as a bul-

wark against instability from
the nearby former Yugoslavia
and provide strategically im-
portant access to the Black Sea.

France, Romania's patron in
Western Europe, is backing its
bid. Slovenia, an independent
republic of the former Yugo-
slavia, has ltaly's support and
will stress that it provides a
land bridge from Italy to Hun-
gary, which would otherwise
have no border with any other:
NATO country. Slovenia is
also planning to send mine-
sweeping specialists to Bosnia,
where a NATO-led
peacekeeping force is patrol-
ling.

All of the would-be entrants .
see NATO as protection against
Moscow. But Warner and other
opponents of NATO expansion
fear that it will pit the fragile
economies of Central Europe
against one another. All of
them are tryving to attract West-
ern capital, and investors are
likely to see NATO member-
ship as a guarantee of basic
stability. "It's like having the
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp.," Warner said, compar-
ing NATO military might to
federal protection for deposits
in some banks. "Suddenly the
other nations are going to real-
ize that we have built into this
thing a friction between the
haves and have-nots.”

Washington Post May

No Way Out For

By Richard Cohen

ISTANBUL—He was a
nicely dressed man with a
rather impressive business card,
It said he was both an MD and
a PhD and, more to the point,
the prime minister. of the
"Republic of Kosova," a coun-
try that does not exist and
which, if most of the nations in
the world have anything to do

about it, never will." Many
Kosovars, however, feel differ-
ently,

There will be a war, Prime
Minister Bujar Bukoshi said.
Arms, many of them no more
than rifles but some automatic
weapons as well, were being
smuggled over the rugged bor-
der from Albania.

"Many people will die," |
said.

Bukoshi nodded.

6, 1998  Pg. 19

Kosovo

Already, of course, people
have died in Kosovo -- about
100, many of them civilians, in
the past two months. The
province, ruled by Serbia but
90 percent ethnic Albanian, is a
tragedy waiting to happen. The
Serbs, who administer with
their usual light touch, vow
never to grant Kosovo inde-
pendence nor return it to the
autonomous status it had until
1989, when Slobodan Mi-
losevic, the Serb leader, simply
incorporated it into his own

country.
The Balkans are a nest of
cliches and myths -- and

Kosovo is where all of them
seem true. To start with, you
have to understand that its
emotional and historic impor-
tance to Serbs goes back to the
Battle of Kosovo in 1488,
which the Serbs and other
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Christians lost to the Ottoman
Turks. This is a long time to
hold a grudge, but that, it
seems, is what is done best in
the Balkans.

If there is an easy way out
of this dilemma, no one sees it.
I spent two days asking foreign
policy experts assembled here
for a meeting of the New At-
lantic Initiative what they
would do about Kosovo. No
one seemed to know. Ethnic
Albanians such as Bukoshi are
on the record demanding inde-
pendence while the Serbs, for
their part, are insisting that
everyone butt out. In the
meantime, the Yugoslav army,
the police and paramilitary
groups have been accused of
responding to  provocations
with the occasional massacre
and murder of civilians.

The truth is that it is the
brutality that draws the atten-
tion of the world and. of

course, the news media. It just
could be that ethnic Albanian
leaders think that history --
recent history, that is -- will
repeat itself: Awful stuff on
American TV will prompt the
United States and its NATO
allies to take action. If this is
what they are thinking, 1 have
two words of caution for them:
Monica Lewinsky.

The present scandal has
reduced the usually timid
Clinton administration to near
paralysis. It will do nothing to
endanger its high poll ratings
since, in the future, the very
fate of the president may be
decided by Congress. Popular
presidents do not get im-
peached; presidents who send
American troops to die in
places with unpronounceable
names do not stay popular. [t is
that simple -- and the kind of
cynicism that any Balkan could

appreciate,

For the United States, there
are no casy choices. It already
has troops on the ground in the
Balkans -- Bosnia and Mace-
donia -- and its Air Force
supplies much of the punch that
makes the NATO air operation
so formidable. With a toe al-
ready in the Balkans, it's hard
to see how Washington could
Just sit by if the Serbs, as they
did in Bosnia, became homi-
cidal maniacs. A little carnage
on CNN goes a long way.

The Bosnian war of 1992 to
1995 was triggered by Mi-
losevic. But the West did its
part -- fumbling diplomatically,
talking loudly at times but
mostly acting timidly until
even those of us who feared a
U.S. invelvement could stom-
ach no more. [t was, in the end,
force that got the parties to sit
down at Dayton.

Secretary of Siate

Madeleine Albright had vowed
that the mistakes of Bosnia will
not be duplicated. But the Rus-
sians are in their usual pro-Serb
swoon, and much of the rest of
Europe -- except Germany,
which has a large Albanian
community -- would just prefer
to look away.

History is repeating itself,
The Germans confirm that
arms are being smuggled into
Kosovo, some of them appar-
ently paid for by the Albanian
community in Germany. The
Kosovo Liberation Army --
terrorists to the Serbs, patriots
to the ethnic Albanians -- will
continue to draw Serb blood,
and NATO, as is its custom,
will meet, denounce, impose
sanctions (as was just done) but
avoid taking the sort of action -
- the threat of force -- that will
avoid the Balkan war everyone
can see coming,.

Ft. Worth Star-Telegram

The Tomb

The families of Capt. Rodney L. Strobridge and 1st Lt. Mi-
chael 1. Blassie -~ either of whom, missing and presumed dead in

Vietnam in May 1972, ‘'may' be

buried in the Tomb of the Un-

knowns in Arlington National Cemetery -- surely have a right to
know if their loved one's remains are indeed there. '
Part of the compact between American citizens and their

government has been that every

effort is made to bring citizen-

soldiers home, or at least to mark their graves when they are
killed serving the nation. The elapse of 26 years does not dim

that.

So Defense Secretary William Cohen should agree to the
opening of the tomb for scientific testing of these remains.
The episode has suddenly made the nation conscious of the
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Tomb of the Unknowns, which began as merely the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at a time when there had been only one world
war and fewer opportunities for Americans to be killed in action
overseas. Its existence reminds us that in all wars there are un-
known dead (more, probably, in the Civil War than in all of our

other conflicts combined).

The Tomb of the Unknowns holds, or should hold, a special
place in Americans' hearts, standing as it does for all the
"unknowns" to whom we owe so much, Opening it for a humane
purpose does not change that, but it does make us realize that
technology has now made it possible to identify previously uni-

dentifiable remains.

We can only hope, even as this tomb continues to honor the
dead of four wars in this century, that other kinds of technological
advances, along with a firmer resolve for peace, will render iden-
tification of the dead a moot point for the future.

Washington Times
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Behind the leak

Judicial Watch is zeroing in on
whether the White House was be-
hind the illegal leak of informa-
tion from Linda Tripp’s govern-
ment personnel file, writes Dick
Morris, the former politicat ad-
viser to President Clinton.

Clifford Bernath, a public rela-
tions officer at the Pentagon, ad-
mits that he told New Yorker re-
porter Jane Mayer about Mrs.
Tripp’s failure to mention on her
security forms a brush with the
law as a teen-ager.

However, Mr. Bernath says he
was acting under orders from his
boss, chief Pentagon spokesman

“Ken Bacon'’s background indi-
cates that he's a man the White
House can turn to. He's the one
who hired former White House
intern Monica Lewinsky when
the White House needed to move
her out of Clinten’s range but still
keep her on the reservation,” Mr.
Morris noted in a column in the
New York Post.

Judicial Watch, which is inves-
tigating how FBI files on hun-
dreds of Republicans ended up at
the White House in the early
years of this administration, is ex-
pected to subpoena Mr. Bernath.

“If he doesn’t take the fall, we
may learn that Bacon checked
with people upstairs at the Pen-
tagon or across the river at the
White House,” Mr. Morris said.

Pg. 13

Liberian soldiers riot
over back pay, benefits

MONROVIA, Liberia — Hun-
dreds of demobilized or retired
soldiers demanding back pay and
other benefits rioted yesterday in
Liberia’s capital, Monrovia, and
security forces fired into the air to
disperse them, witnesses said.

The former soldiers say Presi.
dent Charles Taylor had sanc-
tioned the payments but govern-
ment officials had misappro-
priated them. Officials deny the al-
legation.
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Costello Seeks To Stop Shipment Of Hazardous Waste To Sauget
He says it should be burned on Pacific island

By Bill Lambrecht
Post-Dispatch
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON A plan by
the Army to ship hazardous
materials from a Pacific island
to an incinerator in Sauget may
need to outmaneuver a block-
ade in Congress.

Rep. Jerry Costello, D-
Belleville, said Monday that he
had asked the Environmental
Protection Agency to withhold
permission for the Army to
begin loading containers for a
6,000-mile voyage to Trade
Waste Incineration, a privately
run operation in the Metro East
area.

"This is not something we
are going to let die," he said,
noting that he was arranging

opposition in Congress.

Johnston Istand, 850 miles
southwest of Hawaii, is a re-
pository for old nerve gas
weapons. The 60,000 gallons
of liguid waste comes from
rinsing containers; it includes
mercury, arsenic and other
heavy-metal contamination
along with trace amounts of
nerve agents, according to the
Army's tests.

The Army contends that it
can't destroy the waste in its
own %200 million incinerator
on Johnston Island because it
costs too much to operate and
also because it doesn't have the
appropriate federal permit. The
plan calls for sending the waste
by barge to Hawaii, from there
by container ship to Long
Beach, Calif., and then by rail
to the Midwest.

Costello, whose district
includes Sauget, said he doesn't
buy the Army's reasoning.

"The Army may be right
when they say their plan is the
most cost-efficient,” he said.
"But when you consider the
health and safety aspects of
sending wastes halfway around
the world, it makes no sense."

Costello said he would ask
the EPA to grant any necessary
burning permit at Johnston
Island so that the shipments
might be avoided.

St. Clair County officials
said that they wanted to know
more before taking a stand on
the hazardous waste shipments.

"I am concerned, but [ don't
know what it is," said County
Board Chairman John
Baricevic. "I'm still in the proc-
ess of trying to gather informa-

tion."

The County Board's envi-
ronmental committee chairman,
Wade H. Brunsmann, D-
Belleviile, agreed.

"It does cause me concem,
but I've got to know more
about it,"” he said.”

Brunsmann said he planned
to meet with the plant manager
at Trade Waste Incineration.
The company has a reputation
as a safe and reputable disposer
of hazardous materials, he said.

Even so, "somebody needs
to explain to me what they're
going to do with it and how
they're going to do it," he said.
"I'm going to have to have an
answer for the people of St
Clair County."

Robert Goodrich of The
Post-Dispatch  contributed 1o
this story.

Wilmington (NC)

Morning Star

Pentagon Calls Lejeune
Marine Corps' Top Base

By Misti C. Lee
Star-News Correspondent

WASHINGTON - Camp
Lejeune's teamwork with the
local community and innova-
tive management programs
were touted Friday during a
Pentagon ceremony honoring
the base as tops in the Marine
Corps.

Maj. Gen. Ray Smith re-
ceived the Commander In
Chief's Award for Installation
Excellence during a formal
ceremony in an auditorium at
the Pentagon.

Maj. Gen. Smith and about
75 guests, including Camp Le-
jeune officials and local gov-
ernment and business ieaders
from Onslow County, flew to
the Pentagon Friday to receive
the award.

"I have over 30 years in the
Marine Corps. and the favorite
place of my family was Camp
Lejeune and North Carolina for
lots of reasons,” Brig. Gen.
Mike Hayes, deputy director of
logistics and facilities for the
Marine Corps, said after the
ceremony. "We have strong,
strong feelings of affection for
North Carolina and Camp Le-

jeune . . .. Itis truly the show-
place of the Marine Corps.”
Camp Lejeune, which also won
the award in 1987 and 1992,
was the only repeat winner
Friday.

Maj. Gen. Smith named
many of the local communities
- Jacksonville, Sneads Ferry,
Richlands and Swansboro - and
said he accepted the award in
their names. He thanked them

for making the Marine Corps’

welcome in their area.

“It's not just something you
say," Maj. Gen. Smith said
after the ceremony. "It really is
great support. It helps you in all
kinds of ways. I've served on

bases where you're not wel-
come."

The award highlighted
Camp Lejeune's innovative
management and office auto-
mation as well as its health and
family service programs. Last
year. the base began several

programs to help military
spouses find work, as well as
programs to help Marines

leaving the Corps to find jobs.
More than 500 exiting Marines
were offered jobs during two
job fairs on the base last year,
which was attended by more
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than 100 employers nation- Along with a 2-foot-wide
wide, said Lynn Ritter, assis- wooden trophy with bronze

tant chief of staff for human
services.

A team from Camp Lejeune
spent three months on its appli-
cation package, which included
details of the base’s ability to
recover from $ 36 million in
damages from Hurricanes Fran
and Bertha in 1996, said Deb-
bie Martin, operations officer
for the Management Support
Department.

plaques, the base received §
200,000 and a nomination for a
Meritorious Unit Commenda-
tion.

High on Maj. Gen. Smith's
list for using the money is a
plan to write a history of Camp
Lejeune. Construction for the
base began in 1941 along the
New River, beginning with a
converted tobacco barn, a
summer cottage and mud trails,
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Joint Chiefs Chairman
To Address NCSU Grads

By J. Cameron Tew
The Herald-Sun

RALEIGH -- The highest
ranking military officer in the
land will return to N.C. State
University this month to speak
during commencement at his
alma mater.

Gen. Henry Hugh Shelton,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and a 1963 graduate of
NCSU, will deliver the uni-
versity's commencement ad-
dress May 16 at Carter-Finley
Stadium.

Shelton, 56, who became
the l4th chairman of the Joint

Chiefs in October, is a native of
Speed, N.C., near Tarboro and
earned his NCSU degree in
textile engineering. He suc-
ceeded Gen. John
Shalikashvili, who retired.

A decorated combat veteran
of the Vietnam War, Shelton is
the first member of the elite
Army Special Forces -- the
Green Berets -- to rise to the
nation's top military post.

He is the main military ad-
viser to President Clinton, the
secretary of defense and the
National Security Council. Be-
fore his appointment, he served
as commander in chief of the
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U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand, which oversees the
Green Berets and the Navy
Seals.

In June, when Clinton
nominated Shelton for the post,

he called the four-star general:
"a decorated soldier, an inno-'
vative thinker, a superb com-'

mander."”
Sheiton earned his commis-
sion through the Reserve Offi-

cers Training Corps at NCSU
and later joined the Army, be-
coming a platoon leader at Fort
Benning, Ga.

During his first two decades
of military service, he held
many command and staff posi-
tions in the United States and
Vietnam. He served two tours
in Vietnam, first with the 5th
Special Forces Group, then
with the 173rd Airborne Bri-

gade.

In 1987, he became a
brigadier general and served in
the Operations Directorate of
the Joint Staff. Two years later,
he was named assistant division
commander for operations of
the 101st Airbome Division --
a tour that included a seven-
month deployment to Saudi
Arabia during the Gulf War.
During the 1990s, Shelton

served mainly at Fort Bragg.
being promoted to major gen-
eral in 1991 and piaced in
command of the 82nd Airborne
Division,

Two years later, he was
promoted to lieutenant general
and named commander of the
18th Airborne Corps and Fort
Bragg. In 1994, he commanded
the Operation Uphold Democ-
racy joint task force in Haiti,

Blast On Tanker Forces

Captain To Sacrifice Crew

From Rachel Bridge
in Sydney

THE commander of the
Australian Navy's largest ship
yesterday took the decision to
save the rest of his crew by
sealing four sailors in the
blazing engine room, consign-
ing them to certain death, after
rescuers were beaten back by
the flames.

A woman sailor and three
male crewmen were trapped in
the engine room as an explo-
sion ripped through the HMAS
Westralia, a British-built fuel
supply tanker which had served
with the Royal Navy during the
Falklands conftict.

Faced with the prospect of
the fire igniting 20,000 tonnes
of diesel fuel on board, the
commanding officer, Stuart
Dietrich, abandoned rescue
attemnpts and sealed the engine

room, leaving the four to the
flames.

Another five sailors were.

injured in the ten-minute rescue
attempt before the engine room
was sealed and the area flooded
with cardon dioxide, ending the
meagre hope for the trapped
crew but bringing the blaze
under control in 90 minutes.

Nine crew members were
airlified to hospital in Perth
suffering from burns and
smoke inhalation.

Commodore Geoff Wal-
pole, the navy’s Chief of Staff,
said that Commander Dietrich -
who was awarded the Con-
spicuous Service Medal in
1996 - had no choice because
the rest of the ship and her
crew were in danger.

The 40,000-tonne  fuel
tanker, which was taking part

‘in exercises near Rottnest ls--

land off the west coast of Aus-
tralia before heading for Indo-

London Times
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nesia, was bought by Australia
from the Royal Navy in 1994,

Last year she helped in the
rescue of the British sailor
Tony Bullimore when his boat
capsized during the WVendée
Globe yacht race in the South-
ern Ocean.

She spent ten years from
1979 in the Royal Navy as
RFA Appleleaf. and was used
for the long-distance refuelling
of ships and and both refuelled
and carried helicopters during
the Falklands war,

After that she was leased
to Australia in 1989 - and was a
key part of the country’s con-
tingent sent to the Gulf War in
1990-91.

Commander Alan John-
ston, Commanding Officer of
the Stirling Naval Base, said:
“Search parties were sent back

“into the inferno of the engine

room but were beaten back. It

1998

was a command decision to
drench the engine room with
carbon dioxide.”

The explosion is Austra-
lia’s worst naval accident since
1964, when the aircraft carrier
HMAS  Melbourne  sliced
through the destroyer HMAS
Voyager, killing 82 men.

The Australian Govern-
ment vyesterday promised to
conduct a complete investiga-
tion and said it would take ac-
tion if there were any sign of
negligence. John Howard, the
Prime Minister, said: “It is a
particularly tragic incident, and
I know [ speak for all Austra-
lians in expressing our sympa-
thy.”

HMAS Westralia has now
been towed back to Fremantle
in Western Australia. The dead
crew members, who were aged
between 22 and 29, were all
based in Western Australia.

Pacific Stars & Stripes
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U.S., Thai troops gear up for Cobra Gold

By RICH ROESLER
Striper Staff Weiter

Humvees, howitzer rounds and han-
dreds of tans of other military supplies
will be lunding on Thai shores next wesk
as five ships unload their cargo for the
10,000-troop Cobra Gold military exer-
cises in Thailand. ..

Three ships from the Maritime Prepo-
sitioning Ships Squadron 3, based in
Guam and Saipan, arrived off the Thai
coast Monday, squadron commander
Commodore Fred Bertsch said in a
phone interview from Thailand on Tues-
day. The three ships are carrying battle
equipment, such as amphibions vehi-
cles, and more than 150,000 gallons of
motor vehicle fuel, for the exercise.

The MPS vessels artived on the heels

of two U.S. Navy Military Sealift Com-
mand carge ghips, which unloaded field
equipment, cots, generatars, tents and
other supplies for advance parties of the

“3rd Marine Expeditiomary Force, an Ok-

inawa unit that's a key player in the war
Eames. )

“The two ships, the USNS Cape In-
scription and USNS Strong Virgiuia, are
also dropping off gear and supplies for
the Army's forces participating in the
exercise. "We're keeping everyone in
puns and butter,” gaid Bertsch. “We
have generators, we have water baf-
faloes (water tanks on wheels), we have
tracked veficles, heavy dirt-moving ve-
l.licles.ll

More than 10,000 U.S. trecps from all
four armed services are taking part in
the anmual combat exercises alongside

6,200 Thai troops. Despite Thailand can-
tributing 10,000 fewer troops than last
year due to its econpmic straits, Cobra
Gold is ane of the larpest exercises in

“the U.S. Pacific Command this year. The

exercise witl stretch from May 18 to
June 2., '

At the Thai port of Thung Prong,
south of Banghkok, the Cape Inscription
recently vnlnaded 11 shipping contain-
ers of ammunition, ranging from small-
arms shells to large howitzer shells, xaid
Ll Cmde. Tony Viraa, commander of
MSC's Okinawa office. Soon, the Motor
Vessel 1st Lt. Jack Lummus will unload
fuel at the game part, Bertsch said.

Most of the gear and supplies will
come off the ships at Chuk Samet har-
bor. On Tuesday, the Motor Vessel 1st Lt
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Baldomero Lopex and the crane ship 8§
Gopher Stite were preparing to unload
the equipment. Since the harhor is rela-
tively shallow, the gear will be put en
barge ferries about foor miles out to sea
and floated in, where the Gopher State’s
crane witl pick up the equipment and set

it on land, Bertsch said.

The two ships will be joined by the
Lammus, the squadnan flagship, once it

finishes offloading its fuel.

The Mariritime Prepositioning Ships
are essentinlly floating warchouses full
of ready-to-go combat eguipment.
They'll be dropping off 190 pieces of
eguipment, Bertsch said. The squadron
is capable of supporting 17,000 Marines.

The MPS vesselz will alsp do crane
demonstications and participate in spcu-
rity exercises with a harbor guard

group whose job is to protect port facil-
ities from infiltrators, such as divers
trying to aitach limpet mines to the car-
go ships.

The MPS ships will load up again in
June, heading back to Okinawa and then’
home to Guam and Saipan, Bertsch said.
The Militaxy Sealift Command cargsn
ships will load up after that. :

Wall Street Journal May 6, 1998

Split Personality:

As Iran Softens,

Capital Divides On Where To Go

CAPITAL JOURNAL
By Gerald F. Seib

The U.S. and Iran have a
history so tortured that it makes
the relationship between Bill
Clinton and Newt Gingrich
look simple by comparison.

But two things are becom-
ing clear. First, U.S.-Iranian
relations will be one of the
paramount foreign-policy issues
of the next few years. And
second, Washington is splinter-
ing into rival camps on the
guestion of where to go. Pre-
cisely at the time when a new
approach is needed, paralysis
may be the result.

America’s deep ambivalence
has been on graphic display in’
recent days. First, Rep. Lee
Hamilton, the level-headed
dean of congressional foreign-
policy thinkers, gave a long
speech arguing that the time has
come to begin a "policy of en-
gagement" with Iran. Only by
talking to Iran, the Indiana
Democrat argued, can the U.S.
explore and encourage the signs
that Tran finally wants to end its’
estrangement from the West.
"The challenge s to find ways
to begin talking with Iran,
without preconditions, so that
we can begin to address the
many issues that divide us,” he
said. "If we do not talk, we can’
assume that the current, unac-
ceptable impasse will con-
tinue."

That speech -- undercovered
by the press but noted in the
White House -- was followed
within days by a shot fired in
the opposite direction. The
State Department released its
annual report on terrorism, in
which Iran looks as retrograde
as ever. "Iran remained the
most active state sponsor of
terrorism in 1997," the report
states flatly. It "continued to

‘world's

fund and train known terrorist
groups” and conducted at lcast
13 assassinations abroad. That
report, in turn, was followed by
a briefing for journalists in
which intelligence officials
gave a softer interpretation of
Iran's attitude toward terrorism.
Taken together, these con-
flicting developments frame the
fundamental question about
Iran. Should U.S. policy be
based on what Iran has done in
the past or on what it might be
moving toward in the future?
The answer matters. In the

two decades that Americans

have demonized Iran, that na-
tion has, if anything, grown in
strategic importance. It remains
the Persian Gulf's most popu-
lous nation and second largest
oil producer. As U.S. relations

_with neighboring Irag remain at

rock bottom, the case for civil
relations with Iran grows.

To grasp Iran's new impor-
tance, though, look at a map.
Iran adjoins not only Iraq and
the Persian Gulf, but also the
Caspian Sea, home of the
most tantalizing un-
tapped oil and gas reserves.
The Caspian region contains
potential oil reserves of up to
200 billion barrels. The demise
of the Soviet Union has opened
up this pot of gold to the out-
side world. Current U.S. policy
consists largely of encouraging
construction of pipelines (o
export this oil and gas along
routes skirting ILran. But ulti-
mately, there is no avoiding the
fact that Tran is the big kid on
this block.

Which is just one reason
why Rep. Hamilton's plea for a
new approach makes scnse. In
his speech to the Council on
Foreign Relations, and in a
subsequent interview, he makes
a simple but profound argu-
ment: Whatever its pasl merits,

the policy of ostracizing Iran
isn't getting America anywhere
today. It has begun isolating the
U.S., not Iran.

Iran has a new president,
Mohammed Khatemi, who now
has spent a year preaching
moderation. Rep. Hamilton
argues for a response. He
would start by sending mes-
sages of openness to Iran's
people, perhaps including one
by President Clinton, via radio
or TV broadcasts. He would
license U.S. companies to begin
business negotiations in Iran.
Finally, instead of merely pub-
licly reiterating American con-
cerns about terrorism, weapons
proliferation and Middle East
peace, he would start talking
about them directly to Iran.

Standing in the way is an tll-
conceived law called the Iran-
Libya Sanctions Act, which
compels the president to im-

pose economic sanctions on
foreign companies that invest in
Tran's energy sector. Rep.
Hamilton voted for that act, but
now, as he approaches retire-
ment at the end of the year,
calls his vote a mistake. He
urges Mr. Clinton to use the
law's loophole allowing him to
waive sanctions in the name of
U.S. national interest.

Caution is, of course, still in
order, Rep. Hamilton notes
correctly. But Iran is embarked
on a historic internal struggle
between those open to the West
and those openly hostile to the
West. The U.S. can observe
this struggle, or try to intluence
it. "The State Department re-
port says they're the No. 1 ter-
rorist nation," Rep. Hamilton
says, "I don't dispute that. The
question is what are you going
to do about that.”

Austin American-~Statesman
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UT's Mark: High Calling

Defense duty would be curbing nuclear weapons

By Dick Stanley
American-Statesman Staff

Although he'll be 69 in June,
Hans Mark isn't thinking about
retirement.

Instead, the University of
Texas engineering professor is
pondering such issues as the
ability of spy satellites and
other options to impede the
proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons.

Mark, a former secretary of
the Air Force, will get to try out
some of these ideas if the U.S,
Senate confirms him later this
year as chief technical adviser
to Secretary of Defense Wil-
liam Cohen.

President Clinton on Mon-
day announced his intention to
nominate Mark as director of
defense research and engineer-
ing, or chief technical adviser, a
$135,000-a-year post.

Mark. who came to Austin

in 1984 and served as chancel-
lor of the UT System until
1992, already has the support
of U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm, R-
Texas.

“[ know of no one in Amer-
ica better qualified,” Gramm
said Tuesday. "I strongly sup-
port him and congratulate the
president and secretary of de-
fense on a superb nomination.”

U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-
Austin, said Mark's "excellent
service at UT will be missed,
but I expect it is that excellent
service which will be quickly
recognized by the Senatc and
enable him to serve our coun-
try.”

Mark said he and his wife,
Marion, planned to maintain
their home in West, Austin
while he commutes to Washing-
ton, D.C. He said he would
retain his UT faculty position
but relinquish his teaching and
research duties and UT salary
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of $120,000.
“We're not native Texans,
but we got here as soon as we

could," said Mark, who was
born in Germany, raised in
Austria and immigrated to the
United States when he was 16.

"This is a political appoint-
ment, so it’s really only for two
vears,” he said. "Tll be on a
leave of absence from the uni-
versity, and I expect, becausc
we have so many military in-
stallations in Texas, that Tl
spend a lot of time here.”

UT President Larry Faulk-
ner said Mark's nomination
reflected well on the university,
adding that Mark "is a man of
very extensive experience with
respect to military research and
development.”

Mark, a former deputy ad-

ministration, has focused his
professional life on nuclear
weapons, space probes, spy
satellites and military aircraft.

"I was in the nuctear busi-

ness from the very beginning,-

so I know the game from the
design stage up,” Mark said;
referring to his work in the
19505 at the Lawrence Liver-
more Radiation Laboratory at
the University of California.

Hec joined the lab after re-
ceiving his doctorate in physics
from the Massachusettes [nsti-
tute of Technology. If the Sen-
ate confirms him for the de-
fense post, Mark will be the
fourth veteran of the Livermore
weapons lab to hold the job.

Mark said the primary focus
of the Defense Research and
Engineering office, which has a

controlling the nation's nuclear
stockpile, while finding techni-
cal means of preventing the
proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons.

"Technical means of verifi-
cation,” a euphemism for spy
satellites and high-altitude re-
connaissance aircraft, was the
central feature of arms control

agreements between the United
States and the former Soviet
Union.

The SALT II agreement --
for Strategic Arms Limitation
Treaty -- began when Mark was
director of the ultra-secret Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office
from 1977 to 1979.

Although SALT II collapsed
when the Soviets invaded Af-
ghanistan, it spurred the recon-
naissance office's renewal of

Mark's direclion -- that still is
in use today.

In a closed Washington
ceremony last fall, Mark re-
ceived a government medal for
his work with the reconnais-
sance office, which works
closely with the Central Intelli-
gence Agency.

"Hans is an awesome scien-
tist and administrator,” said
physicist Harry Fair, director of
UT's Institute for Advanced
Technology, an Army-financed
lab where Mark plans to step
down as a senior adviser.

Fair, a longtime researcher
with the government's former
Defense Advanced Resecarch
Projects Agency before coming
to UT, said the defense job for
which Mark will be nominated
"Is crying for somebody with

ministrator of the National

Aeronautics and Space Ad-  will

budget of almost $7 billion,
be on dismantling and

spy satellite technology -- under

his kind of talent and leader-
ship.”

Seattle Post-Intelligencer
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Coast Guard may go to Everett

By ED OFFLEY
B MILITARY REFOHTER

Navy and Coast Guard officials in
the Puget Sound region are studying a
proposal to relocate the Coast Guard’s
base at Pier 36 in Seattle to the Evereit
" Naval Station sornetime after 2000, the
commander of Navy Base Seattle said
yesterday.

The paossible move of five Coast
Guard vessels, several major shore
units and about 1,200 personnel ta
Everelt is tied to a Navy review of
aircraft carrrer home port assign-
ments, said Rear Adm. Bill Center,
who manages Navy shore commands
in the Northwest,

"They are doing engineering stud-
ies right now ta see the cost of
moving” to Everett, Center told the
Past-Inlelligencer editorial board. Cen-
ter emphasized the Coast Guard relo-
cation is being studied as a contingen-
¢y option should the Navy decide to
transfer the carrier USS Abrzham
Lincoin from Evereft to Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard in Bremerton.

On a related subject, Cemter ac-

knawledged the Navy's responsibility
for several major fuel spills at the
shipyard recently. He said he and his

' staff are wmkmg hard to coopemé

with the state Department of Ecology,
which criticized the shipyard for re-
fusing to allow inspectors access to
one spill site.

The Pacific Fleet for several years
has been reviewing ils current aircraft

“carrier basing scheme, which assigns

the USS Carl Vinson to Puget Sound
Maval Shipyard and the Lincoin and
six eseor! warships to Everelt,

Center said a draft environmental
impact statement ta be released in July
will recommend the Lincoln remain in

Everett at least until 2001, but one

option under that report will consider

basing both carrfers at Bremerion
beginning in 2001,

The raticnale for shiffing the
Lincain out of Everett sterns from
Navy maimtepance schedules that call
for a six-month overhaul of nuclear

"carriers every two years, and person-

nel policies aimed at minimizing the
disruption to crew family lifa by
prolonged separation.

The Lincoln is scheduled to enter
the shipyard for a six-month overhaul
in 1999. Cenier said Navy officials

.plan to study the costs to its crew of

3,000 from having t¢ commule to
Evereit each workday.

Meanwhile, the Navy has given
high priority to hmldmg an $81
million carrler pier at the shipyard
that could accommodate both ships
when completed in 2003.

Everett apened as home port for
the Abraham Lincoln and six escort
ships in 1894 only after narrowly

surviving closure the yeac before. The
Base Realignment and Closure Com-
mission agpointed by Congress voked
4-3 gduring its 1993 round of base
closings to keep the station apen.

Center acknowledged Everett
would be vulnerable o cails for-
shutting it down if the Navy opts
to transfer the Lincoln to Bremer-
ton.

Center said he and 13th Coast
Guard District Commandant Rear
Adm. David Spade began discussions
on a possible move ta Everett several

‘weeks ago. A team of Coast Guard

engineers has begun a survey of the
Wavy base.

We'd want to make it a joint
(Navy-Coast Guard) base,” Cenler said
of the plan.

The Navy would be expected to
retain its current inventory of six
frigates and destroyers at the Everelt
base.
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